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A quaint diſpute betyveen Veluet breeches 
and Clothbreeches. 


IWherein is plainely ſet downe the diſorders 
in all Eſtates and Trades. 


imptinted by lohn Wolfe, and are to bee ſold at his 
ſhop at Poules chayac. 1 5 9 2. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 

that all Northamtonſbire reports home you are 4 ſather 
of the poore,a ſupporter of auntient Haſpitalitie, an eni- 
mie to Pride, and to be ſhorts maintayner of Clathbree- 
ches (I meane of the old and worthie cuſtoms of the Cen- 
tilitie and yeomanrie of England. Induced by theſe rea- 
ſent, I hambly preſent this Pamphlet to your Worſhip, 
only craving you will accept it as conrtiouſly as 1 preſent 

it dutifully,and then 1 haue the end of my deſire and 

ſoreiting in hope of your fauourable accep- 

tance, 1 humbly take my 
leaue. 


Your dutiful adopted ſonne, 
Robert Greene. 


Tothe GentlemenRea- 
der S health, 


Entle Gentlemen, I hope Cloth- 
breeches ſhall finde your gentle 

| | Gþ Z | Cenſors of this homely Apologie 
NY | of his antient prerogatiues ſithe 
e —_—_ he ſpeakes againſte Veluet 
* breeches which you were, yet hee 
twits not the weede but the vice, not the apparell 
when tis worthily worne, but the vaworthie per- 
ſon that weares it, who ſprang of a Peaſant will vi 
any ſiniſter meanes to clime to preferment, beeing 
then ſo proude as the foppe forgets like the Aſſe 
that a mule was his father. For auntient Gentility 
and yeomanrie, Cloth breeches attempteth this 
quarrell, and hopes of their fauour: for vpſtarts he 
is halfe careles, and the more, bicauſe hee knowes 
whatſocuer ſomethinke priuately, they will be no 
publike carpers: leaſt by kicking where they are 
toucht, they bewray their gald backs to the world, 
and by ſtarting vppe to find fault, proue themſelues 
vpſtarts and fooles. So then poor Cloth breeches 
ſets downe his reſt on the courteſie of gentle gen- 
tlemen and bold Veomen, that they will ſuffer him 


to take no wrong. But ſuppoſe the worſt, that hee 
"of " ſhoulde 


To the Reader. 
ſhould be fround at, and that luch occupations as 
he hath vpon conſcicnce diſcarded from the Iury, 
ſhould commencean action of vnkindneſſe againſt 
him, heele proue it not to hold plea, becauſe al the 
debate was but a dreame. And ſo hoping all men 
will merrilie take it, he ſtandes ſollemnlie leaning 
on his pike ſtaffe, till he heere what you conceaue 
of him for being ſo peremtorie. If well, he ſwears 
to cracke his hoſe at the knees to quite yourcour- 
teſie. If hardly, he hath vowed that whatſocuer he 
dreames neuer to blabbeit againe, and 

ſo he wiſheth me humbly to 
bid you farewell 
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Courtier. 


T was icff af that time when the 
2 Cuckeulds queriſter beganne to be- 
wap Apzill Gentlemen with bis 
neuer changed notes, that q damped 
with a melancholy humoz, went in- 
to the fields to cleere vp my wittes 
with the freſh aire ; where ſolitarie 
ſeking to ſollace my ſcife I fell in a 
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d:eame, and in that dzowſile lumber, J wandered into a 
bale all tapiſtred with ſweet and choice flowers ther grew 
many ũmples whole vertues taught me to bs ſubtill and to 
thinke nature by hir wedes warnd men ts be warp and by 
their ſecret pꝛoperties to checke wanton and ſenſuall im- 
perfections. Amongtt the reſt, there was ths pello w daffa- 


dil, a flowꝛe fit ſoʒ gelous Dottrels, who thꝛough the be 


w⸗ Dafadil for 


tie of their honeſt wines grew ſuſpitious, £ ſo pꝛoue them» Jocrel:. char 
lelues in the end cuckhold Yeretikes , there buddedout the arc gelous. 


checked (Paunfie) oꝛ party coloured Parts eaſe an herbe 
ficloome ſeene, either of ſuch men as are wedded to ſhꝛews 
oz of ſuch women as haue haſtie huſbandes: pet there it 
grew, and as I ſtept to gather it, it ſlipt from me like Tan 


talus fruit that failes their maiſter. At laſt, woondꝛing at 
this ſecret qualitie, J learned that none can weare it, bee 


they kings, but ſuch as deſire no mo2e then they are bozne 


to, no2 haue their wiſhes aboue their foztuncs. Uppon a 


Fennel we- 


b :nke boz02ing by grew womens weeds, Fenelt J mean * wecd. 


ber 


foz flatterecs, fit generally fo; Lon „the while t 
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ure maſdens, they with wantonly : while they are wines 

they will wilfully, while they are widowes, they woulde 
Willinglie: and pet all theſe pꝛoude deſires , are but cloſe 
diſſemblings. Nere adioining ſpꝛouted out the Courtiers 

Time or comfort, Time: An herb that many ſtumble on and pet o- 
een yerflip. whoſe tanke ſauo2 and thicke leaues,haue this pe- 
would culiar pꝛopertie, to make a ſnaile it che taſte of the ſappe as 
ſwift as a (wallow, pet ioined with this pꝛeiudice, that if 

the clime too haſkilie, ſhe fals too ſuddenly. Methought J 

ſaw diucrs pong courtiers tread vpon it with high diſdain, 

but as they paſt away, an Adder lurkiag there bit them by 

the heeles that they wept: and then J might percelue cer- 

faine clownes tn clowted ſhone gather it, and eate ol if 

with arcevinefſe : which no ſooner was ſunke into thep2 
mawcs,vut the» were metamozphoſed,ond lsokt as pꝛoud 

ly though peſants, as if they had bane bozne to bee pꝛinces 
companions, | 

gmonaſt the reſt of theſe changelings whom the taſk o 
time had thus altred,there was ſome that lifted their heads 
ſo hie, as if they had biene bꝛed to look no lower then ſtars, 
they thought Noli altum ſapere was rather the ſaieng of a 
foole, then the cenſure of a Phyloſepher, 4 thcrfoze ſtretch 
themlelues on their fiptoes, as if they had becne a kindzed 

tothe lozd Tiptoſt, and began to diſdain their equals, ſcozn 

LordT'p- their inferiours, and even their betters, fozgetting nowe 
of 2 proud that time had taught them to ſay maſſe, how befoze they 
Earle raiſed bad plaid the Clarks part to ſay Amen to the pꝛieſt. Tuch, 
by Edwar.4, then they were not ſo little as Gentlemen, and their owne 
conceipt was the Perald to blaſon their diſcent, from an 
olde houſe,whoſe great grandfathers would haue bin glad 
ofa new coftage to hide their heads in. Pet as the peacock 
wꝛapt in the pꝛide of his beauteous feathers is knowne to 
be but a dunghill bird vy his foule feet: ſo though the high 
lookes and coſtly ſutes argue to the cies of the world they 
were Caualie rs of great wozſhip, pet the churliſh illibera⸗ 
litie of their minds, bew2aid their fathers were not aboue 
the pounds in the kings bookes at a lubſidre, but - = 
; pltart 
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bpſtart changelings went ſtrouting like Philopo Limar- 
chides the beagart in Plaurus, they lookt ſo pzondlye at the 
ſame, that they ſtumbled on a bed of ue, that grew at the 
bottome of the banke where the Time was planted, which 
fall vpon the deaw of ſo bitter an herbe, taught them that 
ſuch pꝛeud peacocks as over haſtilie out runne their foz-. 
tunes at laſt to ſpædil , fall to repentance, and yet ſome . 
of them (mild and ſaid Rue was called Her be grace, which 
though they ſcoꝛned in their youth , they might weare in 
their age, and it was neuer too late fo ſaye Miſerere. As 
thus J ſtod muſing at this time bozne bꝛoad, they vanitht 
away like Cadmus copeſmates, that ſpꝛang vppe of vipers 
teeth, ſo that caſting mine ete aſide after them, J ſaw whcrs 
a crew ol all eſtates were gathering flowers, what kinde 
they were of J knew not, but pꝛetious, J geſt them in that 
they pluckt them with greedienes, ſo that J dzew towards 
them, to be partaker of their p2ofites, comming neerer, 1 
might ſæ the wad they ſo w2analed foꝛ, was a little dapper 
flowꝛe, like a grounde Buaniſuckle, called th2ift, pꝛaiſed 2 frthe 
generally of all, but pꝛadiſed fo2 diſtillation , but of fewe ae m_ 2 
amongſt the crue that ſ@med couetous of this hearbe, there ter. 
was a troope of old graibeards in veluet, ſattin, and wo2- 
ſed iackets, that ſtooped as nimbl to pluck it vppe by the 
rootes, as if their ioynts had beene luppeled in the oile of 
miſers ſkins, they ſpared no labour and paines to get and 
gather, and what they got they gaue to cer taine vong botes O14 churles 
and girles that ſtoode behind them, with their (kirtes and provide of- 
laps open fo recetue it: among whom ſome ſcattered it as auer 
faſt as their fathers gathercd it, waſting and ſpoiling it at — _ 'y 
their pleaſure which their fathers got with labour. 1 

A thought them to be ſome Herbaliſts 02 ſome Apothe- 
caries that had imploied ſuch paines to extrac ſome rare 
quintefence out of this floure, but one ſtanding by told me 
they were Cozmozants and vſerers, that gathered it to fill 
their cofers with, x wherto, quoth J, is it pꝛetious: what is 
the vertue of itꝰmarrp, quoth he, to qualify the heat of inſa⸗ 
tiable mindes that like the ſerpent Dipſas neuet dꝛinketh 
enough till they are (9 full . whye then aide 1 
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the Deutll burſt them all, and with that J fell info a great 
Yong eu laughter, to ſe certain Italianate Cantes,humozous Ca- 
ces,cou:ti- Hallers, pouthfull Centlemen, and Inonerati gagliardi, 
— ee that ſco2nefully pluc kt of it, and woze it awhile as if they 
dbuft. were werp of it, and at laſt left it as tobaſe a lower to put 
Whores ch inthett noſcgaies. Others that emed Homini di grandi 
ſume mens {tina by their leokes and their walkes gathered carneſtlie 
ais. and did pocket it vp as if they ment to keepe it carefullie, 
but as they were tarrieng it away, there met them a troop 
of nice wantons, faire women that like to Lamiæ, had faces 
like Angels, cies like ſtars, bzefts like the golden front in 
the Heſperides, but from the middle do wnwardes theyr 
ſhapes like ſerpents. Theſt with Sy2cnl'ke allurement 
ſo entiſcd theſe quaint ſquires, that they beſtowed al their 
flowers vpon them fo2 fanours, thep tbemſelues walking 
home by beggars buſh foz a pennance. Amongſt this crew 
were Lawyers. and they gathered the Deuill and all, but 
| r.2wicrs get P902e Poets wereth2uſt backe and could not be ſuffeced to 
\ all. bane one handfull to put amongſt their withered garlands 
Ports vo gf bates, ta make them glozious. But Hob and John of 
yung, the countrey thep ſtept in churkſhly , ta their þigh Carts 
vps, and gathered whole ſackefuls : infomuch they woze 
berſoms of Tþzift in their Pats like fo2eho2Nes, 02 the lu⸗ 
pefares hüt ty Gallants in a Po2rice dance ; ſ&ing the true thus to 
fe: prof. Wzangle foz ſo paltry a weed, J went alone to take one of 
all the other fragrant flowers that diap;ed this vallep ther 
by A ſaw the Batchelers buttons, whoſe vertue is to make 
- wanton maidens weepe when they haue wozne it fo:tys 
. weekes vnder their Apzons fa2 a fauour, 
| Next them grew the diſſembling daiſte, to warne ſuche 
light of loue wenches not to truſt every faire pzomile that 
ſuch amo2ous Watchelers make them, but ſweete (mels 
- bzed bitter repentace, Yard by grew the true louers pʒꝛim⸗ 
len should roſe, whoſe kind ſauour witheth men to ber faithfull and 
be faithſull women courteous. Alongt in a boꝛder grew maidenhair 
— cour gt foz modeſt maidens to behold, and immodeſt to bluſh at. 
=”  bicauſs it pzalſeth the one foz their naturall _—_ and 
condem⸗ 
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eondemneth the other foz their beaſtly and counter eit po. Sang an... 

riwigs there was the gentle gilliflower that wines ſhould 

weare if they were not to froward ; and loiall Lauendar, 

but that was full of Cuckoe- ſpits, to ſſ ewe that womens 

light thoughts make their buſbandes beauie beads: there 

were ſweet Lillies Gods plentie, which ſhewed faire Wic- 

gins need not wepe foz woers , and ſtoze of balme which 

could cure range wounds, onelp not that wound which Ss 

women receive when they loſe their maidenheads, lo; no ne 

dearbe bath vertue pnough fo ſcrape out that biot,and ther- fable. — 

fo;e it is the greater blemiſh, 3nfinit were the flowers be- N 

ſide that beautilled the valie, that to know their names and 

operations J ne&ded ſome curious her ball, but J paſſe them 

ouer as needleſſe, ſith the viſion of their vertues was but a 

deame, and therefoze J wiſh no man to hold any diſcourſs 

herein authenticall,yet thus mach J muſt ſap fo2 a parting 

blow,that at the lower end of the dale J ſaw a great many #1: 

ot women vſing high woꝛds to their huſbandes, ſome ſtri- 

ning fo2 the bꝛeches, other to haue the laſt wozd, ſom? fret⸗ 

ting they could not find a ruth in a ſtraw , others trining 

whether it were wooll o; haire the gote bare: queſtioning 

With one that J met why theſe women were ſo cholericke, 

be like a ſkeffing fellow pointed to a buſh of nettles, J not 

willing to bee ſatiſfped with ſügnes, aſked him what bee 

meant thereby, Pary(quoth he) all theſs women that you 

beare bzawling frowning and ſkolding thus haue ſeueral- 

ly piſt an this buſh of nettles, and the vertue of them is to 

fozce a woman that waters the to be as paviſh foꝛ a whole 

day and as waſpiſhe as if ſhe had bene ſtung in the b:zowe 

with a hoznet. Mell, 3 ſmilde at this, and left the company 

to ſerke further, when in the twinckling of an eye J was 

left alone the vallie clered of all company, and 3 a siſtreſ- 

ſed man deirous to wander out of that ſolitarle place to 

ſ&ke god conſoꝛts and bone companions to paſſe away ths 

day withall. As thus J walked fozward, loking vp the hill 

A was dziuen halfe into a male with the imagination of a 

TErange woonder which fell _ thus: Þe thought J ſaws 
3 an 


vente Pretſiot 
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an bnconth headlefſe thing come pacing downe the hil eps 
ping ſo pꝛoudly with ſuch a geometricall grace, as if ſome 
artificiall bzagant had reſolued to meaſure the wozld with 
bits paces : J could not deſcry it to be a man, although it had 
motion, fo2 that it wanted a body, yet (&ing legges and hoſe 
A (uppoled it to bee ſome monſter nouriſht vp in thoſe de- 
ſarts, at laſt as it dzue moze nigh onto mæ, J mighte per- 
(5celue that it was a very paſſing coſtlye pape of Ueluct 
bꝛeches, whoſe papnes being made of the choefeſt Nrapo- 
litane ſtuffe, was dzawne out with the beſt Spanich ſat- 
tin, and maruellous curiouCye ouer whipte with Golde 
twiſt, interſcamed with knottes of Pearle, the Reather - 
ſcocke was of the pureſt Granado Silke, no colt was ſpa- 
red to ſet out thele coltlye bzeches , woho had ayzte vnto 
them a Rapyer and Dagger gylt, point pendaunt, as 
quapntlpe as if (ome curious Flozentine had trickte them 
bp to ſquare it vp anddowne the ſtrætes befoze bis Mi- 
ſtreſſe. As thele Bzeeches were erceeding ſumptucus to 
the eye, ſo were they paſſing pompous in their geſtures, 
fo: they rowted vp and downe the Tlallye as pꝛoude⸗ 
lpe as though they had there appointed to ac ſome deſpetat 
combat. 
Blame mee not if J were dziucn into a muſe with this 
molt monſtrous ſighte to ſe in that place ſuch a ſtraunge 
beadlefſe Courtier ieatting vp and downe like the Uſer 
of a Fenſe-ſchale about to playe his Pꝛyſe, when I deme 
neuer in any age ſuch a woonderfull obiecte foztunec bnto 
any man befoze . Well. the greater dumpe this NRoucltyg 
dꝛaue me into, the moze deſire J hadde to ſœ what eucnts 
would followe ; wherevpon looking about to ſæ if that any 
moze company would come, J might per ceiue from the top 
of the other hill an other payze of Bzeches moze ſoberipe 
marching,and with a ſofter pace, as ifthey were not to 
baſtie, and pet woulde kepe pzomiſe neuertheleſſe at the 
place appopnted . As ſone as they were come into the 
vallie,J (awe they wore a plaine payze of Cloth bzeeches, 
without eyther welt oz gar de, ſtraight to the thigh,of — 


an vpſtart Courtier. 


ker fie, without a floppe, the neather ſtocke of the ſame, ſe w- 
ed to aboue the knee, and onely [camed with a little couen- 
trie blew , ſuch as in Diebus illis our great grandtathers 
woze, when neighbourhode and hoſpitalitie had baniſhed 
Pꝛide out of England. Noz were theſe plain bzaches wea- 
ponleſſe, fo2 they had a good ſower bat with a pike in the 
end able to lap on load inough,if the hart were anſwerable 
to the weapon, and vpon this ſtaffe pitcht de wne vpon the 
grounde, Clothbzaches ſloode ſolemnly lcaning,as if they 
meant not to ſtart, but to annſwer to the vtteraunce whats 
ſocuer in that place might be obieded. Looking vpon theſe 
two, might perceiue by the pzide ofthe one, and homely 
reſolution of the other, that this their meeting would grow 
to ſome dangerous conſlia, and therefoze to pꝛeuent the fa⸗ 


tall iſſue of ſuch a pꝛetended quarell, I ſtept bet wane them 


beth when Ticluct bzeches arated Cloth bzeches with 
this ſalutation.ꝛeud and inſoſent peſant, how darelſt thou 
withoute leaue oz lowe rcucrence p2clle into the place 
w ether J am come koz to diſpozt iy ſclfe ? Arte thou not 
a friend ? thy high pzeſumption ſhon de ſauour to diſplea- 
ſure, and ſo fo2ce me dꝛawe mp rapyer, which is neuer vn- 
ſyeathed but it turns into the ſcabberd with a trpumph cf 
mine enimies blood: bold bapard auaunt, beard me not to 
my face, foꝛ this tyme 3 pardon thy follie, and graunte thy 


legges leaue to carry away thy life, Clothbꝛæcbes nothing 
amaſed at this bzayado, bending his ſtafie as if hee meant 


(ifhe were w2onged)to bello w his bcniſon, with a ſkoznes 


ful kind of ſmiling made this (moth re plie: arp gyp god- 


man vpſtart, who made pour father a gentleman, ſo te firs 
makes [wet mault, the curſteſt Cowe hath the ſhoꝛteſt 
boznes,and a bꝛawling curre of all bites the leaſt, alas god 
ür, are you lo fine that no man may be pour fellow, 3 p:ays 
you what difference is bctwerne you and me but in the coſt 
and the making, though pou beneuer fo richly daubde with 
goulde and powdercd with Pear le, yet you ace but a caſs 
fo2 the buttockes, and a touer foz the baſeſt parte of a 
mans bodyeno moze than J, tye gre.telf pꝛeheminence 

18 


* 


the be. 


#1 


The more 


s the pitie. 


A quippe for 


is in he garniching and thereof you are p2oud, but come to 
the true vie we were appointed to, my bono is moze than 
thyne,fo2 J belong te the old antient peomanrie , yea and 
gentilitie,ths fathers, and thon ts a company of pꝛoud any 
vninannerly vpſtarts the ſonnes At this, Tlelnet-bzeches 
fto;md and ſapd, Why thou beggars bꝛat deſcended from 
the reuerſlon of baſe pouertie,is thy inſolence (o greate te 
make compariſon with me, whole difference is as great as 
the bzightneſſe of the ſunne and the flender lighte of a can- 
dle: 3 (poꝛe ſnake) am ſpꝛong from the antient Romans, 
bo;ne in Italy the miftrefle of the woꝛld fo2 chiualrie, calde 
into England from my native home(wher J was famous) 
to honour your courtiers and yong gentilmen here in Eng- 
land with my countenaunce, where J am holden in high 
regard, that J can pꝛeſſe into the pzeſence when thou poze 
ſoule ſhalt with cap and knee begge leave of the Pozter fo 


enter, and J fit and dine with the Nobilitie, when thou art 


faine to wait foz the reuerſion of the almes baſket : J am 
admitted boldly to tell my tale, when thou art fayne to (ug 
by means of ſupplication,and that and thou fo ſo little re- 
garded that mot commonly it neuer comes to the Pzinces 
hand, but dies impꝛiſoned in ſonic obſcure pocket:Sith then 
there is ſuch difference betweenc our eſtates, ceaſe to vage 
my patience with thy inlolent pꝛeſumption.Clothbzeet hes 
as b:zefe as be was p2oud,ſwoze by the pike of his Ntaffe, 
that his cho plogicke was not woo2th a pinne, and that be 
would turne his owne weapon into his boſome thus, Why 
&qnioz Glorioſo(quoth he) though J haue not ſach gloſing 
pb2aſes to tricke out my ſpeches withall as you, pet J wil 
coine ouer pour fallowes with this balde thethozicke: J 
p;ay pou Pounſier Palapart are you thereſoze my lupe- 
risur becauſe pou are taken vp with Centlemen, and J 
with the peomanrie 2 Doth trus vertue conſiſt in riches. oz 
bumanitie in wealth ? is auntient bonour tied to out war de 
bꝛauerieꝛoz is not rather true Nobilitie, a mind excellent 
ly qualified with rare vertues? J will teach the a leſſon 
wo; th the hearing, pꝛoud pꝛinckocks, 0 py” fire 
paung 
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ſpꝛung vp, J will not fozget the old wines logicke, When 
Adam delbd and Eue (pan, who was then a Gentleman * 
but I tell the after the generall floode that there was no 
moze men vpon the carth but Noe and his the ſonnes, 
and that Cham had wickedly diſcouered his fathers ſecrets 4; 
then arew the diuiſion of eſtates thus: The church was ffs 15 
gured in Sem, Gentilitie in lapheth, and labour and d2ud- 
gerie in Cham: Sem being chaſt and holp, Iapheth learned Souldiors 
and valiaunt, Cham churliſh e ſet uile, pet did not the curſe On l 
ertend ſo far vpon Cham, noz the bleſſing vpd lapheth, but 
if the one altered his nature, 4 became either indued with 
learning oz valour he might be a'gentleman,o2 if the other 
degenerated from his auntient vertues her might be beald 
a peſaunt, where vpon Noe inferred that gentilitte gre we 
not oncly by pꝛopagation of nature, but by perfection of 
qualities: Then is your woꝛſhip wide that boaſt of pour 
woꝛth foz your gold and pearle , ſith Cucullus non facit 
Monachum,noz a Uslnet flop make a ſlouen a gentleman; 
And whereas thou ſayſt thou wert bozne in Italy, and cal- 
ted hither by our courtiers, bim may we curſe that bought 
the firſt info England, ſoʒ thou camſt not alone but accom- 
panied with a multitude of abhominable vices, hanging to 
thy bumbaſt nothing but infections abuſes, as baine-glozy, 
ſelfeloue, ſodomie, and ſtrange poplonings, wher with thou 
halt infected this gloztons Jland,yca inſolent bzagant,thou 
haſt defiled thine own neaft, and fatall was the daye of thy | | 
by2th,fo2 ſince the time of thy hatching in Italy, as then fa- — 
mous fo2chinalry and learning, the imperial ſtate thzongh — 
thy pꝛide hath decayed, and thou heſt like the poong Pelli⸗ 
can peckt at thy mothers bzeft with thy pꝛeſumption, cau- 
ang them to loſe that their foꝛc fathers with true honoz con- 
quered, ſo hatt thou bene the ruine of the Roman Empyꝛe, 
and now fatally art thou come into Englande to attempte 
bare the like ſabuerſion. Whereas thon doſt boaſt that 3 
am little regarded where thou art highly accounted of, and 
haft ſafferance to pꝛeſſe into the pzeſence, when J am fo; 
my ũimpleneſſe ſhut out of deze, J gram thy allegation in 
part 
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pier, and cloth bꝛeches betoke him to his ſtaſfe, when | ſtep 
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part, but not in whole,foz men of high wiſedome and honsz 
meaſure not men by the outward ſhew of bzauery, but by 
the inward woozth and honeſtie, and ſo though J am diſ- 
dained of a few ouerwening foles, J am valued as wel as 
thy (clfe with the wiſe Jn that thou ſaiſt thou canſt ſpeaks 
when I ſue by ſupplication, J grauntit, but the tale thon 
telſt is ts the ruin of the pooze,fo2 comming into high fanoz 
with an impudent face, what farine is there expirde, whoſe 
leaſt thou doſt not beage ? what fozfeite of penal ſtatutes? 
what concealed landes can ouerfitp thee ? pea rather than 
thy bzauerp ſhould faile begge powling pence fo; the verys 
ſmoke that coms out of pooze mens chimnies, ſhamſte thou 
not vplandiſh vpſtart to heare me diſcourſe thy imperfedt- 
ons, get ther home againe into thy own country, e let me as 
7 was wont liue famous in my natiue home in Englande 
where J was bo2ne and bzed , yea and bearded Cz ſar thy 
countrunan til he compaſt the conqueſt by treaſon , The 
right and title in this country baſe bzat(qv.veluet bzaches) 
now autho2itiefauozs me, J am admitted viceroy, 4 J will 
make the do me homage.e confeſſe that thou holveſt th be- 
ing and reſidence in my land from the gratious fauoz of mp 
ſaferance,and with that be laid hold on the bilts of his ra- 


ping bet wirt them parted them thus, Why what mean ys, 
wil pou decide pour controuerſie by blowes, when pou map 
debate it by reaſon, this is a land of peace goucrned by trus 
iuſticiaries and honozable magiſtrats, where you ſhal haus 
cquitie without partiality,4 therfoze liſlen to me 4 diſcuſſs 
the matter by law, your quarel is, whether of yon are mol 
antient and moſt wozthy, you fir, boaſt of pour country and 
parentage, be of his natiue birth in England, you claim all, 
be would haue but his owne, both plead an abſolute title of 
refidence in this country,then muſt the courſe between you 
be treſpas 02 diſſeiſon of frank tenement, you Uelnet bzce- 
thes in that yon claime the firft title you ſhall be plaintiffe, 
and pleada treſpaſſe of diſſeiſon done you by Cloth bz - 
ches, ſo ſhall it be bzought to a iurie, and tried by a verdict 
of 
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of twelue 02 foure and twentis. Tuch. tuſh, quoth Ueluet 
b:eches, A neither like to be plaintiffe,noz pet allo we of a 
lurie,fo2 they map be partial, and ſo condemne ine in mine 
own action, fo2 the country ſwaines can not value of my 
wozth.noz can minehonozs come within the compaſle of 
their baſe wits,becauſe J am a ſtranger in this land, ( but 
pere lately ariued, they wil hold me as an vpſtart 4 fo light 
ly eſteme of my wozthineſſe,and foꝛ my aduer ſarꝑ is their 
tountriman t leſſe chargeable, he ſhal haue the law mitti- 
gated, it a iurie of hinds oꝛ peſants Could bee (mpaneled, if 
antient gentlemen yeomen 02 plain miniſters ſhould be of 
the queſt. 3 were ſare toloſe the day becauſe they loath me, 
in that J haue perſuaded ſo many lan»lozdes foz the main- 
tainance of my bꝛauerie to raiſe their rents. Nou ſeeke a 
knot in a ruſh(qd. J) vou ned not doubt of that, foz whome 
vou diſtruſt  thinke not indifferent, him you vpon a cauſe 
manifeſted, challenge from your iurie. It your law allows 
ſuch large fauour(quoth Ueluet bꝛeches) à am content my 
title be tried by a iurie, and therefoze let mine aduerſarie 
plead me Nultort,Nul difleiſon. Cloth bz&eches was con- 
tent with this, and fo they both agreed J ſhoulde bee iudge 
and iaroz in this controuerſie, wherevpon J wicht them to 
ſap fo2 themlelues what they could, that J might diſcourſe 
to the iurie what reaſons they alleaged of their Titles: 
then Ueluet bꝛeeches began thus. J cannot but grene that 
I ſhould be thus outfaſt with a carters wed onely fit foz 
buſbandzie,ſeing that I am the o2iginall of all honourable 
indeuo2s: to what enddoth yoth beſtow their wits on law 
philicke,oz Theologie, were it not the end they aime at is. 
the wearing of me and winning of pꝛeferment, Bono; no- 3 this po- 
riſheth Art, and fo2 the regard ol dignitie doe learned men · <22no* 


make a mas 


Crine to erteed in their facaltie, xr 
Impiger extremos currit Mercator ad indos, 


Per mare, per ſaxa, &c. 
GWhat dꝛiues the merchants to lake fo:ren marts, to ven- 
fer their gods and hazard their linesznot,if ſtill the end of 


cheir travel were a paire of cloth bꝛœches, no veluet coſtly 
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attire, curious and quaint apparell is the ſpur that pꝛickes 
them foward lo attempt ſuch daunger . Dooth not the 
& ouldio;s fight to be bzaue,the Lawyer ſtudye io eounte- 
naunce himſelfe with coſt, the artificer take paines onely 
foz my ſake that wearing me hee may b2ag it amongſt the 
beſt, what credite carries he now adaies that goes pinde 
vp in a Cloth bzech , who will keepe him companye that 
thinkes well of himſelle, vnleſſe hee vſe the ſimple llaue 
to make cleane bis ſhoone, the woꝛlds are changde and men 
are growne to moze wit, and their mindes to aſpy;e after 
moe honourable thoughts, they were Dunces in dicbus 
illis, they had not the true vſe of gentility, and ther loze they 
liued meanly and died obſcurelp, but now mens capacities 
are refined, time hath ſet a new edge on gentlemes humozs 
and theß che w them as they ſhould be, not like gluttons as 
their fathers did in chincs of beefe and alms to the pozs,but 
in veluets,ſattins,cloth of gold,pearle,yea perle lace, which 
ſcarſe Caligula woze on his birth day, and to this honozable 
bumo2 haue J bought thele gentlemen ſincs J came from 
Italy: what is the end of ſeruice to a man but to colitenance 
bimſelfc and credit his maiſter with bzaue ſutes, then ſcur⸗ 
uie tapſters 4 oftlers fcx populifil pots 4 rub hozleheles, 
to pꝛanke themſelues with my glozy, alas were it not to 
weare me, why would ſo many apply themſelues to extra- 
oꝛdinarie idleneſſe? Beſide, J make fals bee reuerenſt, and 
thought wiſe amonglt the common ſozt,J am a ſevere (en- 
ſoz to ſuch as offend the law, pꝛouided there bee & penaltie 
annered that may bzing in ſome p2ofit, yea by me the ch&- 
feſt part of the realme is gouerned,and therefoze I referre 
my title to the verdit of any men of iudgement . To this, 
. mildly Clothb:zecbes anſwered thus. 

As J haus badalwates that honeſt humoz in me to mea- 
ſure al eſtates by their vertues, not by their apparell, ſo did 
J never grudge at the bzauery of any whome by2zth, time, 
place, oꝛ dignitie made wozthy of ſuch coſtly oznamentes, 
but if by the fauour of their Pzince and their owne deſarts 
they mecited them, J beld both lawfull «£ ——— ta 

auntwer 
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anſwer their degrees in apparell, cozreſpoadent dnto their 
vignities, J am not lo pꝛetiſe direcly to inuetgh againſt the 
vle of veluet, either in bꝛeeches oz other ſutes, noz will J 
baus men goe like John Baptiſt, in coates of Camels hair. 
Let Pꝛinces haue their Diadems, and Ceſar haue what is 
due to Ceſar, let Roblemen go as their birth requires,and 
Gentlemen as they are boꝛne 02 beare office, J ſpeake in 
mine owne defenſe, foz the antient Gentility and yeoman 
rie of England, and inueigh againſt none, but ſuch mala- 
pert vpſtart as raiſed vp from the Plough.oʒ aduanced fo 
their Italian deuiſes, o2 fo2 their witleſſe wealth, conet in 
bꝛauery to match, nap to exced the greateſt Noblemen in 
this land. 6 
But leaning this digreſſion moũſier veluet bꝛeeches, a- 
gaine to the particulars of pour fond allegation. Mheras 
vou affirme pour ſclfe to be both oʒiginall and finall ende of 
learning, alas pꝛoud pꝛincor, you pearch a bowe to hie, did 
all the Philoſophers beate their bzaines, and buſte theyr 
wits to weare veluet bzceches. Why both at that time thou 
wert vnknowne, yea bubo2ne, and all erceſſe in apparell 
had in high contempt, and now in theſe daies all menne of 
wozth, are taught by reading, that exceſſe is a greate fin : 
that pꝛide is the firſt ſtep to the downefall of ſhame. They 
ſtudp with Tullie, that they may ſeeme bo2ne fo2 their con- 
treys as well as foʒ themſelues. The Deuine to pꝛeache 
the Goſpel! : the Lawyer to reſozme wzonges and mains. 
taine iultice : the Phyſition to diſcouer the ſecrets of Gods 
wonders, by wozking ſtrange cures; to be bziefe, the end 
of all being, as fo knowe God, And not as your wozſhippe 
good maiſter veluet bzeches wreſts to cræp into acquain⸗ 
tance. | 
A will not denpe, but there be as fantaſticall footes as 
pour ſelfe, that perhaps are pufte vp with ſuch pꝛeſuming 
thoughts, and ambitiouſly aime to trick themſelueg\n pour 
wozſhips maſking ſutes : but while ſuch climbe fo2 great 
bonours, they often fall to great ſhames. Jt may be there- - 
vpon you bzing in Honos alit Artes, but J geſſe your mai- 
C 3 ſterſhip 
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Ferlhip neuer tried what true honour meant, that truſſe if 
bp within the com paſſe of a paire of veluet bꝛæches, and 
place it in the arrogancieof hart, no, no: ſay bono: is ido- 
latry, foz they make fooles offhemſelucs,and idols of their 
carcaſes: but he that balaeth honour ſo, ſhall ræde aleture 
out of Apulcius golden Ae, to learne him moze wit. But 
now fir by your leane, à blow with pour next argument, 
which is, that marchants hazard their gods and liues to be 
- acquainted with pour maiſterſhip. Indeed pon are aw2ic 

foz wiſe men frequent marts foꝛ p;ofit not foz pꝛide, vnles 
it be ſome, that by wearing of veluet bz&ches and apparell 

too high foz their calling, baue pꝛoud bankerouts in they; 
- youth, and haue bene glad in their age to deſire my acquain 
fance, and to truſſe vppe their tatles in homeſpunneruſſet ; 
whereas thou dooſt obtec the valour of hardy ſouldiers to 
growe fo; the deſire of bꝛaue apparell. \ Tis falſe, and J 
know if any were pzeſent, they woulte pzoue vppon thy 
bones thou wert a lier:fo2 their countries good, their pꝛin⸗ 
ces ſeruice, the defence of their friends, the hope of fauo; is 
the finall end of their reſolutions : eſteeming not only them 
but the wozlds glo2y, fickle, tranſito2p,e inconſtant. Shal 
A fetch from thine owne countrep, weapons to wound thp 
- ſelfe withall. What ſaiſt thou to Cycuratus, was he not 
talled to be Dicatoz from the Plough, and after many vi- 
&o2ies, what did he iet dp and downe the court in coſtlye 
. garments and veluet bz#ches? No, he deſpiſed dignitie,con- 
temned vaineglozy and pꝛide, and returned againe to his 
quiet contented life in the countrey. Yow much did Caius 
Fabritius value their Numa pompilius, Sceuola, Scipio, E 
. pamin6das, Ariltides,they held themſelues wozmes meat, 
and counted pꝛide vanitie, and pet thou art not aſhamed to 
ſay, thou art the end of ſoldiozs wozthy honoz, J tell thee 
ſawcy ſkipiack, it was a good and a bleſſed time heere in 
Englane, when N Stephen woze a paire of cloth bꝛeches of 


and his ales was not bare bones, in ſtead of bzoken _ 
ut 


Cow 


a Noble a paire, and thought them paſſing coſtlpe,then did 
be count Weſtminfer hall to little to be his dizrig chamber 
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bat luffy chines of befe fell into the poze mannes baſkef, 
Then charity flouriſhed in the court, and yoong Courtyers 
ſcroue to erceed one another in vertue, not in bzavery : they 
rode not with fans to ward their faces from the wind, but 
with Burgans to reſiſt the ſtroke of a Battleax, theꝝ could 
then better cxhozt a ſoldio2 to armoꝛ then court a lady with. 
amozets, they cauſed the trumpet to ſound them pointes ol 
wars, not Poets to w2ite them wanton Eligies of lone: 
they ſoght after honoꝛable fame, but huntednot after fading . . 
hono; : which diſtinction by the way take thus. There be Iker een 
lo ne that ſeke honoz. and ſome are ſought after by honour. 4, dale dr tn ** 
Such vpftar ts as fetch their pedigree from their fathers an 
tient leather apꝛon, and crep into the court with great hu⸗ 
mility,ready at the firſt Baſciare li predi di la voſtra ſigno 
ria hauing gotten the countenance of ſome Nobleman, will 
ſtrait be a kindꝛed ta Cadwaller,and ſweare his great grad 
mother was one of the Burgeſſes ofthe parliament houſe, F 

wil at laſt ſteale by degrees into ſome credit by their don- 

ble diligence, and then wind ſome wozlſhipfull place as far 

as a hungry ſow can (mel a fir renerence,and then with all 

their friends ſeeke day and night with coine 4 countenance 

til they haue got it. Others there be whome honoz it ſelfſe ½% % N 
ſækes, and ſuch be they whom vertue doth frame fit foz that  _ 2 
pu rpoſe, that riſing by high deſarts as learning, oꝛ valour, 
merit moze then either they look foꝛ, o2 their pzince hath a- 
ny eaſe conveniently to beſtow on them. Such hono?2 ſeks, 1 
and they with a bluſhing conſcience intertein him, be theegngr.¶èßh on 
neuer ſo high in fauour, yet they beg no office,cas the ſham- . 

leſſe vpſtart doth, that hath a hungry eie to ſpie out, an im- 
pudent face to ſue, and a flattring toong to intreat fo ſome 
void place of wozſhip, which little belonged to them ik the 
pꝛinte intended to beſtow offices fo: vertue not fausz. O⸗ 
ther P veluet bzxches there be of your crue , that pinche 
their bellies to poliſh their backs, that kepe their mawes 
empty, to fil their purſes that haue no ſhew of gentility but 
a veluet ſlop, who by polling oz ſelling of land that their fas 


Cy {ith 4 7 


ther lefte, wil beſto we all to bap an office about the court. 
4 that 
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chat they may be two2lhipfall, extoꝛting from the posze, to 
raiſe vppe theic money that the baſe deceiuing companions 
paue laid out to haue an office of ſome countenance and cre- 
dit, wherein they map of ie better tym themlſelues , bee 
tearmed by the name of woꝛſhip. The lau whom vertue 
pleadeth fo2, and neither lluer, gold, friendes no2 fauour 
aduanceth, be men of great wozth, ſuch as arc thought of 
wozſhip, and vnwillingip entertaine bir cather vouchias 
fing pꝛolered honoz foz their countries cauſe, then foz anie 
pꝛond opinion of hoped foz p:eferment. 
Bleed are ſuch lands, whoſe officers are ſo placed, and 
where the Pꝛince pzomoteth not foz coine 02 countenance, 
but foz his wozthy deſeruing bertues . But leaning this 
by-talke,methought I heard you ſay Signior beluetbzeche , 
that yon were the father of mechanical Artes and handie- 
- crafts were found out to foſter pour bꝛauerp. In faith god 
man goſecap, vou that are come from the ſtartvps, 4 there- 
fozeis called an vpſtart, quaſi tart vp from clowted ſhone 
. your lips hong in your light, when pou bzought fozth this 
- Lodgike :foz J hope there is none iſo imple, but knowes 
that handicraftes and occupation grewe foz neceſſity not 
p2ide : that mens innentions wared ſharpe to pꝛoſite the 
common wealth, not to pzanke vp themſelues in bꝛauerye. 
I p2ap you when Tubalcane inuented tempzing of mettals 
had he veluet bz#ches to weare ? In ſadneſſe, where was 
rour wo:thip when his bꝛother found cut the accoꝛdes and 
diſcoꝛds of Muſicke hidden in hell, and not yet thought on 
by the Denill, to caſt fozth as a baite to bzing many pꝛoud 
fooles to ruine? 

Indeed | cannot deny, but your wo2Ciip hath bꝛought in 
deceipt as a iourneyman into al companies, and made that 
a ſabtill craft , which while I was bolocn in eftceme was 
but a ſimple myſterie: now enery trade hath bis leightes, 
to flubber vppe his woꝛke to the rie, and to make it goodſto 
the ſale, bowſoeuer it pzooues in the wearing. The ſh@- 
maker cares not if his ſhoes hold the dzawing on: the tai 
loz (owes with hot needle and burnt thzed . Tuche _ 
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nery ſeruile dzudge muſt ruffle in his ſilkes, 02 elle bee is 
not ſuteable. 


hath banicht conſcience, and beluet bzieches honeſtie, and e⸗ 


The wozlde was not ſo A principio, foz when veluet ny Ch» iy. 
was wozne but in kings eaps, then conſcience was not a in g 64 lahr 


bꝛome man in Rent ſtret but a Courtier, then the farmer 
was content his ſonne ſhould hold the plough, and liue as 
be had done befoze : Beggars then feared to aſpire, and the 
higher ſoztes ſcoznd to enuie. Now cuery lowt mult haue 
bis ſonne a Ceurtnoll, and thoſe dunghill dzudges ware ſo 
pꝛoud, that they will pꝛeſume to weare on their feet, what 
kings haue wozne on their beads, A clownes ſonne mull 
be clapt in a velvet pantophle, and a veluet bꝛiech, though 
the pꝛeſumptuous aſſe be dzownd in the Percers booke, 
and make a conuey of al his lands to the vſurer foz commo- 
dities : pea the fop muſt goe like a gallant foz a while, al- 


though at laſt in his age he beg. But indeede, ſuch yoong - 
youths when the 152oker hath bleſt them with ſaint Nee-. 
dams croſſe, fall then to pziup lifts t coſenages, and when 
their credit is vtterly crackt, they pzaciſe ſome bad ſhifte, . - 


and ſo come to a ſhamefull ende. 


punilh ſinnes, as auſtere as Cato to cozrec vice, of truth 3 
hold ther ſo in penall ſtatutes when thou haſt begged the 
fozfeit of the Pzince : but ſach cozrectionis open extoztion 
and oppꝛeſſion of the pe, noz can J compare it better ꝙ. 
veluet bꝛæch, then to the Wolfe chaſtiſing the lambe foz 
diſturbing their fountaine, oz the Deuill caſting out De- 
tiils,thzough the power of Belſebub, and thug much curte- 
ous fir I baue ſaid, to diſplaie the follies of mine aduerſary, 
and to ſhew the right of mine owne intereſt. Whye then 
quoth J, if you haue both ſaid, it reſteth but that we hadde 
ſome to empanell vpon a Jurie, and then no doubt but the 
derdic would (one be giuen on one ſide. As thus J was 


bꝛaue dapper Dicke,quaintly attired in veluet and Sattin, 
and a clokgofdeth raſh, with a _ bzicke ruffe as m_ 
* 


talking to them, J might ſ& comming downe the hill a 
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Laſtly, whereas thou ſaiſt thou art a ſeuere ſenſour to 
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lie ſet, and he as neatly ſpunged, as if he had bene a b2ide- 
grome, only J geſt by bis pace a farre off he ſhoulde bee 4 
{Tailo2, his head was holden vppe ſo pert, and his legges 
thackle hamd, as if bis knees had bene laced to his thighes 
with points. Comming moze neere indeed, J ſpied a Tat- 
loꝛs mozrice pike on his bzeſt, a ſpaniſh needle. and then 4 
fitted my ſalutations, not to his ſutes but fo his trade, and 
incountred him by a thzed bare courteſie, as if J had not 
knowne him, and aſked him of what occupation he was? 
A Lailoz,quoth be, marry then my friende, quoth J. you 
are the moze welcome, fo: here is a great quatrell growne 
betwixt veluet b2xches and cloth bꝛerches, fo2 their p2zero- 
gatiue in England: the matter is growne to an iſſue, there 
mult a Jury bee empanelled, and J would deſire and ins 
treat you to be one of the quell. 

Not lo, quoth Cloth bzeeches J chalenge him. And why 
quoth | 2 What reaſon bane pou, dooth he not make them 
both ? pes, quoth he, but his gaines is not alike : alas, by 
me he getteth ſmall, only he is paide foz his wozkmanſhip, 
bnleſſe by miſfo2ztune dis ſhieres ſlippe aw2ye,and then his 
bales is but a ſhzedof homeſpunne cloth: TUbereas in mas 
king of veluet bꝛeches, where there is required ſilke lace, 
cloth of gold, of ſiluer, and ſuch coſtly ſtuffe, to welt, gard, 
whip, ſtitch, edge, face, and dzaw out, that the vales of ong 
veluet bꝛech is moze then twenty paire of mine. J hops 
there is no Tayloz ſo pꝛeciſe, but he can play the coke and 
licke his owne fingers: though be looke vp to Yeauen, yet 
be can caſt large ſhzeds of ſuch rich ſtuffe into hell vnder his 
ſhoppe boozd. Beſide he ſets downe like the clarke of the 


Cyechke a large bill of reckonings, which foz be kepes long 


in his pocket he ſo powders foz Clincking, that the poonge 
vpſtart that needes it, fecles it ſalt in his comach a month 
after. Beſides, ir veluet bzeeches bath aduanſt him: foz 
whereas in my time he was counted but goodman Tailoz, 
now he is growne ſince veluet bz&ches came in, to be cal- 
led a marchant oz Gentleman Marchant Tailoz, giuing 
armes andthe holye Lambs in bis creaft, whers befoze — 
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dad no other cogniſance, but a plaine Spanich n&dle with 
a welſh cricket on the toppe: (ith then his gaines are ſo 
great and his honours ſo aduanſt by veluet bꝛeæches, J 


will not truſt his conſcience , noz ſhall hee come vpon my 
Jury. 
Indeed pou haue ſome reaſon quoth J. but perhaps the 
Tailoz doth this vpon meere deuotion to puniſh pꝛide, and 
bauing no other authozitie noz meanes, thinkes it beſte to 
pinch them by the purſſe and make them paye well, as to 
aſke twiſe ſo much ſilke lace and other ſtuffe as would ſuf- 
fice, and pet to onerreach mp poong maiſter with a bill of 
reckoning that will make him ſcratch where it itcheth not. 
Heerein J hold the Tailoz foz a neceſſary member to teach 
pꝛoud nouites the way to weeping croſſe: that when they 
haue waſted what their fathers left them by pꝛid, they map. 
grow ſparing and humble, by inferred pouerty : and by this. 
rcaſon, the Zaploz plaies Gods part: he exalteth the poꝛe 
and pulleth downe the pzoud : Foz of a wealthy Eſquires 
ſonne, hee makes a thzedbare beggar : and ofa ſcozneftill 
Caploꝛ, be ſets vp an vpſtart ſcuruy Gentleman. Yet ſeei⸗ 
ing yon haue made a reaſonable challenge to him, the Tay 


lo; ſhall be noneof the queſt. 
As J bad him ſtand by, there was comming alongf the Ac was 


valley towards vs, a ſquare ſet fellowe well fedde, and ag gentlemens 
bziſkly apparelled, in a black taffata doublet and a ſpꝛute t apparel. 
leather ierken, with Chꝛiſtall buttons: A cloake facft afoze 
with veluet, and a Couentry cap of the fineſt wooll, his face 
ſomething Ruby bluſh, Cherry checked, like a ſhꝛedde of 
ſcarlet oz a little darker, like the lees of olde claret wine: 
a noſe autem noſe purphled pzetiouſly with pearle 4 ſtone, 
like acounterfait wozk, and betweene the filthye reump- 
calt of his bloudſhotten ſnowt, there appcared ſmall holes, 
whereat wozmes beads peeped as if they meant by they; 
appearance to pzeach and ſhe w the antientie and antiqui- 


tp of his houſe. 
This fiery facſt churle had vpon his fingers as many gol 


rings, as would furniſh a goldlmiths ſhop 03 beleem a pan- 
D 3 doz of 
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of long pzofeCon fo were, wond;ing what companien this 
would be, J inquiret of what occopalion dee was: marry 
ſir quoth hee, a Bꝛoker, why doo you aſke, haue pou anp 
pawnes at my houſe : No quoth J. noz by the help of God 
ntuer wil haue: but the reaſon is to haue pou bpon a Jury, 
At this wozd, befoze J could enter my diſcourſe vnto him, 
veluet bzceches ſtart vp, andſwoze he ould be none of tho 
queſt, he would challenge him, and whye quoth J, what 
know you by him? This baſe churle is one of the moathes 
of the Common wealth, he is the ſpoile of pong gentlemen 
a blond ſucker of the pooze, as thirſty as a hozſle leach that 
will neuer leave dzinking while he burſt, a knaue that bath 
intereſt in the leaſes of foztp bawby houſes, areceiner foz 
lifts, and a diſhonourable ſuppoꝛter of cutpurſes, to cons 
tlude . he was gotten by an Incubus a be Deuill, f bzonght 
foꝛth by an ouerwozne refuſe, that had ſpent hir youth vn; 
der the raines of z13owbies Barne. 

O monſtrous inuectine, quoth J. what reaſon haue pon 
fo be thus bitter againſt him? Oh the villaine, quoth he, is 
the Deuils factoz, ſent from hell to toꝛzment pong Gentle⸗ 
men vpon earth: he hath fetcht me ouer in his time, onely 
in pawnes, in ten thouſand pounde in golde. Suppoſe as 
Gentlemen thzough their liberall minds may want that J 
nad, money : let me come to him with a pawne wozth ten 
pound, he wil not lend vpon it aboue th2& pounde, and beg 
wil haue a bill of ſale and twelue pence in the pound fo2 - 
uery month, ſo that if comes to ſixtene pence, ith the byll 
muſt monthly be renewed, and if you bzeake but pour day, 
ſet downe in the bill of ſale, your pawne is loſte, as full 
bought and ſolde, you turnd out of your goodes and hee an 
vnconſcionable gainer . Suppoſe the beſt, you ke pe your 
day, pet paying ſixtan pence a month ſoz twenty ſhillings, 
yon pay as good foz the lone as foure ſcoze in the hundzeth, 
i not this monſtrous cracting vpon Gentlemen. Belids 
the knaue will be diligently attending and waiting at di- 
ting houſcs where we be at play, and there hee is readys 
to lend the looſer monep bpon rings, and chaines,apparell 


03 
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9; an; other god pawne, but the poze gentleman paies 
derte fo; [ie lauender it is lapd vp in, that if it lie long at a 
b2okcrs youle he ſemes to buy his appare ll twiſe:naꝝ this 
wozme eaten wꝛetch bath deeper pitfals pet to trap pouth 


in, fu; he being acquainted with a pong gentleman of faire 


liuing, in iſſue of good parents oʒ aſſured poſſibilitie, ſooths 
him in his monſtrous expenſes 4 ſaies he carries the mind 
of a gentleman, pꝛomiſing if he want he ſhall not lack foz a 
hundꝛed pound oz t wo, if the gentleman nerd, then hath mp 


bꝛoker an vſurer at hand as ill as himſclfe, and he bzinges 


the monie, but they tie the poo2e ſonle in ſuche Darbies 
bands, what with reteiuing ill commodities and fozfet- 
tures vpon the band, that they dub him fir John had-lands 
befo:e they leaue him, and ſhare like wolues the poze nout- 
ces welth betwirt them as a pꝛap, he is (ſir )to be bze&fe,a 
bowſie bawdie miſer , god foz none but himſelfe and his 
trugge, a carle that bath a filthie carkaſſe without a conſci- 
ente, a body of a man wherein an infernall ſpirit in ſteedol 
a ſoule doth inhabit, the ſcum of the ſeuen deadly unnes, an 
enemie to all god minds, a deuourer of pong gentlemen, 
and to conclude my moztall enimie, and therefo2e admit of 
my challenge, and let him be none of the iurie. Trulp (qv. 
Cloth bz&eches ) and J am willing be ſhould bee diſcarded 
tw, foz were not bad bzokers (3 will not condemne all) 


teiue all is bzought them, and buy that foz a Crowne that 
is woꝛth twentie ſhillings, deſire of gaine blinds their con- 
ſcience,and they care not how it be come by, ſo they buy it 


cheape.15cſide they extozte vpon the pwꝛe that are inſoꝛced 


though ertreame want to pawne their cloathes and houſ- 
bold (taffe,their pewter and bzaſe, and if the poze ſoules 
that labour hard miſſe but a day, the baſe minded bzoaker 
takes the fozfeit without remozſe oz pitie, it was not ſo in 
Diebus illis, but thou pꝛoude bpltart Neluet bꝛeches haſt 
learnd all Englichmen their vil lanie, and all to maintayns 
thy b2auerie ; pea, 3 haue knowne alate v hen a pooze wo⸗ 
man lapd a fuer thimble that om hir fro hir friends 
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there would be leſſe filching and fewer thæues, ſoꝛ they re⸗ 


A quippe for 
f62 a token, to pawne foz fir pence, and the bꝛoker made hir 
pay a halfpeny a werke foz it, which comes to two ſhillings 
a yere,fo2 fix pence:fith then bis conſcience is ſo bad, let him 
be chuſfled out amongſt the knaue s foz a diſcarding carde, 
Content, qd. J, and bad the bzoker ſtand backe, when there 
wert euen at my har les the in a cluſter pert pouths al, and 
neatly tired, 3 queſtiond them what they were, and the one 
ſapd be was a barber,the other a ſurgion the third an Apo- 
ticarie. ow like you of theſe(qd. 3) ſhal they be of pour iu- 
rie: Ot᷑ the iurie, qd. Cloth bꝛeches, neuer a one by my con- 
ſent,fo2 J challenge them all:your reaſon qv. 3, and then ye 
al haue my ver di. Pary( ad. Clothbzeeches) fr ſt to the 
vbarber de can not be but a partiall man on veluet bꝛeches 
ſide,ſith he gets inoze by one time dꝛelling of him, than by 
ten times dzeſſing ol me, J come plain to be polde.+ to haue 
my beard cut, and pay him two penc,veluct bzeches he fits 
do wn in the chaire wzapt in fine cloaths,as though the bar⸗ 
ber were aboute to make him a fot- cloth fo the vickar of 
ſaint foles,then begins he to take his uſſars in his hand and 
his combe, and ſo to ſnap with them as if he meant to giue 
a warning to all the lice in his nittie lockes fo2 to pꝛepate 
themſelaes, fo; the day oftheir deſtruction was at hande, 
then comes he out with his fuſtian eloquence and making a 
low conge ſayth : Sir will you haue your woz. baire cutts 
after the Italian maner, ſhoꝛt and round, and then frounſt 
with the curling yzons,to make it looke lyke a halfemong 
in a miſt? 02 like a @panyparde long at the eares, and cur- 
led like to the two ends of an old calf periwig , 02 will you 
be Frenchefied with a lone-locke.downe to your ſhoul- 
ders, wherein you may weare pour miſtreſſe favour ? the 
Engliſh cut is baſe and gentlemen ſkozne it, noueltye is 
daintie,ſpeake the woꝛd (ir, my (iCars are readie to execute 
your wozſhips will. Vis bead being once dzeſt, which re- 
quiers in combing and rubbing ſome two howers:he tems 
to the baſon,then being curiouſly wachte with no woozſe 
than a camphier ball,be diſcends as low as his bearde, and 
alketh whether be pleaſe to be ſhaugn oz no, whether hee 


will 
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wil haue his peak cut ſhozt i charpe, amiable like an Tng- 
merato 02 bʒoad pendant like a ſpade,to be terrible lyke a 
warrioz and a Soldado, whether hee will haue his crates 
cut low like a Juniperbuſh, oꝛ his ſuberches taken aways 
with a Raſoz, if it be his pleaſure to haue his appendices 

2imde,02 his muſtachtos folle; ed :s turne about his eares 
like the bꝛanches of a vine, 02 cut downe to the lippe with 
the Italian laſh,to make him loke like a balfe faced baubie 
in bzaſe, Chele quaint tearmes Barber you greet mai- 
ſer veluet bꝛeeches withal, and at euer wozd a ſnap with 
pour ſiſſoꝛs, and a tring with your knee, wheras when you 
come to poze Clothbꝛæches you either cutte his bearde at 
your own pleaſure ,o2 elſc in diſdaine aſke htm ifhe wil bs 


trimd with Chꝛiſts cut, round like the halfe of a hollande 


chceſe,mocking both Ch2ilt and vs: foz this your knauerie 
my will is you hal be none of the turte . Joꝛ pou mailer 


ſurgion, the ſtatutes of Cugland crempts you from being 


of any queſt, and beſide, alas, J uldome fall into your hands 
as being quiet and making no b;awles fo haue wounds, as 
ſwartrutting veluetb2ceches dooth, neither doe J frequent 
who:chouſcs to catch the mar-toles, and ſo to grow pour 
patient, 3 know you not, and ther foze J appeale to the ſta- 
tute,you ſhal haue nothing to doe with my matter. And foz 
vou ꝙ. Apoticacie, alas, 3 loke not once in ſeuen peare in- 
to pour ſt oppe, without it be to buy a peniwoꝛth of wozm- 
ſed to giue my child todzinke, oz a little triacle to dzing 
out the meaſels, o2 perhaps ſome dꝛegs and powders to 


make my ſicke hoe a dzench withall,but foz my ſelfe, if 


J be ill at eaſe, J take Kitchin phyſicke, J make my wyfe 
my DOoctoz, and my garden my A4poticaries ſhop, whereas 
queaſtc maiſter veluet bꝛeches cannot haue a fart awzye, 
but he mult haue his purgations, pils, and gliſters, 02 eua- 
cuate by eleauaries, ba muſt if the leaſt ſpot of moꝛpue 
tome on his face, haue his oyle of Tartar, his Lac virginis, 
bis camphire diſſolued in veriuice to make the fole as fairs 
fozlooth, as it hee were to playe Paidmarian in a Pay- 


game 93 Pozil-daunce,tulh bes cannot dilgeſt his meate 
without 
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withont conſernes,noz end his meale without ſuckats,noz 
(Gall I (peake plainely)pleaſe the trug his miſtres with - 
out he goe to the 2 pothecaries fo2 Eringion, Oleum for- 
micarum atalarum, & aqua mirabiligof ten pound a pint, 
i maſt Aeinet b2#ches with dzinking theſe dzugs hap to 
baue a ſtinking bꝛeath, then fo;{ooih the Apoticarie mult 
play the parfumer to make it (weet, nay what is it aboute 
him that he blameth not nature foz framing,and fozmeth it 
anew by art, and in all this who but moanfier the Apothi- 
carie,therefoze good ſir (quoth he) ſeeing you haue taken 
bpon vou to be trio: foz the challenges, let thoſe thꝛee as 
partiall companions be packing. Why (ad. J) ſceing you 
haue peelded ſuchs reaſon of refuſall , let them ſtand by: 
p:eſently leking abcut foz moze, comes ſtalking downe an 
aged graue firin a blacke veluet coat and a blacke cloath 
gowne welted and faced,and after him as J ſuppoſe, foure 
ſeruingmen, the moſt ill fauoured knaues me thought that 
euer Jſawe, one ol them had on a buffe leather terkin all 
greaſte befoze with the dꝛoppings of beare that feil from his 
beard,and by his ſide a ſkeine like a Bzuers boung knyke, 
and muffled hee was ina cloake turnde ouer his noſe, as 
though he had bene aſhamde to ſhew his face. The ſeconds 
had a belly like a buckingtub, and a thꝛedbare blacke coate 
vnbuttond befo2e vpon the bꝛeſt, whereon the map ol dꝛun 
kenneſſe was dꝛawne, with the bawdie and bowſic excre- 
ments that dzopt from his filthie leaking mouth. The third 
was a long leane old lauering angrel with a bzaſil ſtaffe 
in the one hand, and a whipcoꝛd in the other, ſo pourblinde 
that he had like to haue ſtumbled vpon the company befo2e 
be ſaw them. The fourth was a fat chufFe with a ſo wer 
loke in a blacke cloke faced with taffata, and by his ide a 
great (ide pouch like a faulkner : fo2 their faces all four ſeæ⸗ 
med to be bꝛetheren, they were ſo bübaſted with the flockes 
of ſtrong ber e, and lined with the lers of old ſack, that they 
lokte like foure done bladders paynted oner with redds 
oakec,02 waſht ener with the ſuds of an old Nale die. All 
thele,as well the maiſter as the following mates woulde 
haus 
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bane paſt away, but that J ſtept befoze them and inquired 
firſt of the foꝛmoſt what he was, ary qd, be, a Lawyer, 
then ſir qd, , we haue a matter in controuerſte that cequt- 
reth counſaile,and pou are the moze welcome, What ;s if, 
id. he. Pary ſayd J. whether Clethb2zeches 02 beluetbꝛœ- 
ches are of moze woꝛth, and which of them hath the beſt tt- 
tle to be reũdent in England? At this the lawyer ſmild, and 


veluetbꝛeeches ſtepping ſo2th toke acquaintance of him, and 


tommending his honeſtie, ſayd there could not bee a man of 
better indifferency of the iurp: when clothbzeches ſtepping 
in (woze be maruelled he was not as well as the Sur gion 
exempted by act of parliament from being of any quell, (ith 
as the ſurgion loas without pittie, ſo he was without con- 
ſcience, and ther vpon inferd his challenge ſaieng the Law- 
ver was neuer friend to clothb2z&chcs, ſoz when lo wlineſſe 
neighbour hood and holpitality liued in England, Weſtmin- 
ſer hall was a dining chamber not a den of contrcuerſies, 
when the king himlelle was content to kepe his 5. Geor- 
ges day in a plain pair of Rerſie hoſe, when the duke, earle, 
loꝛd, knight, gentleman and eſquire, aimed at vertue not at 
pꝛide, and woze ſuch bzeches as was ſpun in his houſe, then 
the lawier was a ſimple man, and in the higheſt degree was 
but a bare ſcriuener, except Judges of the land which toke 


ſuch capital offences, but ſilt om was there anyplces put in 
befoze that pzoud vpſtart veluet bꝛæches, foz his mhintap- 
nance inuented ſtrange controuerſtes. and ſince he began to 
dominier in England, he hath buſd ſuch a pꝛoud buſye coue- 
tous & incroching humoz into euerp mans bead, that Laws 
vers are grown to be one of the cherte lims of the common- 
welth, fo2 they doe now adaies de lana caprina tixate, go 
to law if a ben do but ſcrape in his oꝛchar de, but howloeuer 
right ve might carries away the verdia: if a poꝛe man ſue 
a gentleman, why he ſhotes vp to the ſkie, and the arrows 
fals on his own head ho wſoeuer the cauſe goe, the weakeſt 
is thʒuſt to the wall, lawiers are troubled with the heatc of 
the liuer, which makes the palins of * bands ſo hot — 

they 


in hand ſerious matters, as trealons, murders, ſelonies, and 
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tyey cannot be cold vnleſſe they be rubd with the oile of an- 

gels, but the pwze man that giues but his bare fie, 02 per - 

haps pleads in forma pauperis,he hunteth fo2 hares with 

a taber,and gropcth in the dark to find a needle in a bottle 

of hay,tuth theſe lawyers haue ſuch delatozy 4 foren pleas 
ſuch doamers, ſuch quids and cuiddits,that beggering their 
clients thep purchaſe to themſelues whole lozdſhips, it bo- 
teth not men to diſcourſe their little conſcience, 2 great cx- 
toꝛtion, only ſuffiſe thep be not ſo riche as thep be bad, and 
ref thep be but to welthp. A inueigh not againſt lawe noz 
honeſt lawyers, foꝛ there be ſome wel qualified, but againſt 
extoꝛting Amboderters that wing the poꝛe, and becauſe J 
know not whether this be ſuch a one 02 no, I chalenge him 
not to be of my iury Ulby then, qv. J,. his wozſhip mape de- 
parf,and then J que ſtiond what be in the buff ier kin was, 
Mary ad he, J am a ſerieant, he had no ſoner ſayde ſo, but 
veluet bzeches leapt back, and dzawing bis rapper, ſwoꝛe 
he did not only chalenge him fo; bis iurp, but alſo pꝛoteſted 
il he ſtird one fot toward him, be would make him eate a 
pace oł his poinard. And what is the reaſon qv. J, that there 
is ſuch moꝛtall hatred betwirt pou and the S erteant ? Oh 
ur, quot h Zicluet bz&ches, ſearch him, and J warrant you 
the knaue bath pꝛetept vpon p2ecept to arreſt mee, hath 
woꝛne his mace ſmooth, with onely clapping it vpon my 
ſhoulder hehath had me vnder coram ſo often,oh the repzo- 
bate is the Uſurers executioner to bꝛing ſuche Genttemen 
fo Limbo as he hath oucrthzowne with his baſe bzocage 
and bad commodities : and as pou ſer him a fat knaue with 
a foggie face, wherein a cup of old ſacke hath ſet a ſeale, to 
marke the bowſie dzunkard to die of the dꝛopſte, ſo his con- 
ſcicacets conſumed, and his harte robd of all remozſe and 
pifie,that foz monie he will betray bis owne father, foz wil 
a coʒmoꝛant but fee him to arreſt a pong gentleman , the 
rakehell will be ſo eager to catch him, as a dogge fo fake a 
beare by the eares in Parriſh-garden, and when hee bath 
laid hold vpon him, he victh him as courteouſly as a But- 


chers cur would doe an ore cheke when he is hungrie * 
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der ſe the gentleman hath mony in his purſe, then ſtraight 
with a cap and kne he carries him to the tauerne and bids 
him ſend fo2 ſome of his friends to bale him, but firſt be co- 
ucnants to haue ſome bꝛaſe of angels foz bis paines, and 
beſides he cals tn foz wine as greedily as if the knaues mo 
ther had bene bzoacht againſt a hogſhead when be was be- 
gotten, but ſuppoſe the Gentleman wants pence he wil et- 
ther haue a pawne oz elſe dꝛeg him to the counter without 
reſpca of manhe@d oꝛ honeſtie, J ſhould ſpend the whole day 
with diſplapeng his villanies, therefoze bzafly let this ſuf/ 
file, be was neuer made by the conſent of God, but his lo- 
uenly carkaſe was framd by the diuell, of the retten carion 
of a wolfe,and his ſoule of an vſurers damned ghoſt turnd 
ont of hell into his body to do monſtrous wickedneſſe again 

bpon the earth, ſo that he ſhall be none of my iurie, nepther 
ſhall he come nearer me than the length of my rapper will 
ſuffec him. Indeed quoth Clothbzeches generally ſerieants 
be bad but there be amongſt them ſome honeſt men, that 
will dos their duties with lawfull fauour: fo2,to ſay truth. 
if ſerie ants were not, how ſhould men come by their debts? 
marry they are ſo cruell in their office, that if they arreſt a 
pooꝛe man, they will not ſuffer him (it be bath not monie) 
to ſtay a quarter of an hower to talke with his creditoz, al- 
though perhaps at the meting they might take compoſiti- 
on, but only to the counter with him, vnleſſe he will lay his 
pewter, bꝛas, couer lets, ſhets, o ſuch houſholdſtuf, to them 
fo2 pawn of paiment of ſome coine foz their ſtaieng: there- 
fo:e let him depart out of the place, foz his roome is better 
than his company. Well then qd. J, what ſay you to theſe 
thꝛee, and with that J queſtiond their names, the one ſayde 
he was a ſumner, the other a gaoler, and the third an infozs 
mer: Jeſus bleſſe mee (quoth Cloth bꝛerches) what a Ging 
was here gathered together, no doubt Yell is bzoke looſe, 
and the Dinell me anes to keepe holyday, J make chalengs 
againſt them all, as agaynſt woozſe men than thoſe that 
gaue enidence agaynſt Chzilt; foz the Sumner it bootes 
ms to lay little moze aga vnſt dim, than Chaucer did in his 
E 2 Cantur⸗ 
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Canturbory tales, who ſayd he was a knane,a bzibar,and 
abawd,bat lezuing that authszity although it be authenti⸗ 
cal, yet thus much 3 can ſap of my lelfe,that theſe dzunken 
dꝛo wſie (ons go a toting abzoad (as they themſelues tearm 
it / which is to here if any man hath got his maid with child 
e plaizs the gadſfetlow with his neighbo2s wife, ik he find 
a hole in any mans coat that is of wealth, then bee bath his 
peremptoꝛie (citation readie to ſcite him vnto the Archdea- 
cons 02 officials court, there to appeare and abide the ſhame 
and pcnaltie of the lawe, the man perhaps in good credits 
with his neighbours, loath to b2ing his name inqueſtion, 
greſe i the ſumner in the fiſt, and then he wipes him out of 
the boke,+ (uffers him to get twenty with child ſo he kepe 
him warm in the hand: he hath a ſaieng to wanton wines, x 
they are his god dames, and as long as they fede him with 
caſe bacon,capons, t ſuch od reuerſids they are honeſt, and 
be they neuer ſo bad, he ſwears to the officiall complaints 
are made vpon enuie and the women of good behauioz:tuſh 
what bawdzie ts it he will not ſuffcr,ſo he may haue mony 
and good chere, i if he like the wench wel a ſnatch himſelfe 
foz thepknowe all the whozes ina country, t are as lechs- 
rous compantons as may be, to be bꝛa fe, the ſumner liucs 
bpon ſins cf people, out of harlotry gets he al his comnio- 
dity.As fo2 the Caoler, although J haue bene little troub- 
led in pꝛiſon to haue experience of his knaucrie, vet haue J 
heard the poze pꝛiſoners complain how cruel they be tothe, 
extozting with extraozdinary fes, ſelling a deuble curtall 
(as they ca! it) with a double iug ot becre foz 2 pence, which 
tonts ins not aboue a pint and a halfe:let a poze man but be 
arreſted into one of the counters, though hee but ſet his fat 
in them bat halfe an houre, hee ſhall be almoſt at an angels 
charge, what with garniſh,croſſing and wiping out of the 
boke, turning the key, paieng the chamberlain,f&ing foz his 
iur ie, twenty ſuch ertoztions invented by themſelues, and 
not allowed by any ſtatute, God bles me gaoler from your 
benbouſes, as J will kep you from comming in my queſt, 
and to you P. Jnfozmer, you that loke like a ciuile Citizen, 
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oꝛ ſome hand ſome pettie ſogger ofthe law: although your 
crun lun noſe bew2aies pou can (upof acole cup or Sacks 
without any chewing, pet haue you as much ſlie knaueris 
in your ſide pouch there, as woulde bz&de the confuſion of 
fozty hon: men . It maye bee ſir you maruell, whys J 
erclaine *gainft the info2mer, ith he is a moſt neceſſaris 
member in the tommon wealth, and is highly to the Pzin- 
ces aduantage ſoꝛ the benefit of pennall ſtatutes and other 
abuſcs, wherofhe giueth ſvecia! intelligence? To wipe ont 
this doubt J ſpeake not againſt the office but the officer, 
againſt ſuch as abuſe law when they ſhould vſe it, and ſuch 
a one i geſſc this fellow to be, by the carnation tincture of 
bis ruby noſe. Therefoze let vs ſearch his bagge, and ſee 
what traſh you 4 all find in it: with that although the in- 
fozmer were very loath, yet we pluckt out the ſtuffing of 
his pouch, and in it luas found a hundꝛeth and odde wits 2 
Whereat 4 wond2cd:and Cloth b2zeches ſmiling, bad mes 
read ſhe Labels, and the parties names, and then examine 
the infozmer how many of then hee knewe, and wherein 
they hid offended. I followed his toun ſaile, and of all hee 
knew but thꝛæ, neither could he tell what they had dpons 
amiiſe to be areſted and bzought in quettion, 

Cloth bꝛeches ſawing me ſtand in a maze, began thus fo 
reſolue me in my doubt. Perhaps, quoth he, you maruell 
why the inkoꝛmer hath all theſe wꝛittes, and knowes neys 
ther the parties no tan obiect any offence to them: To this 
I anſwer : That it being a long vacation, he learned in the 
rowle all thoſe mens names, and that they were men of in 
different wealth : Now meanes he to go abzoad and ſearch 
them out and arreſt them, and though they know not wher 
ino; fa2 what cauſe they ſhould be troubled, pet rather then 
they will come vppe to London and ſpende their money, 
they will beſtow ſome odde Angell of Daiſter infourmer, 
and ſo ſit at home in quiet. But ſuppoſe ſome bee ſo ſtubs 
bozne as to ſtand to the triall, yet can this cunning knaus 
declare a Iam quam againſt them, ſo that though they bes 


cleered, yet can they haue no recompence at all, foz that he 
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voth it in the Courts behalfe, J will not vnfold all his vil⸗ 
lanies, but be is an abuſer of good lawes and a very knane, 
and ſo let him be, with his fellowes. J both wondzed and 
laught to heare Clothbzeches make this diſcourſe, when 4 
ſaw two in the valley togither by the eares, the one in lea⸗ 
ther, the other as blacke as the Deuill: J Rept to them to 
part the fray, and queſtioned what they were, and wher- 
foze they bzawled : Parry, quoth he, that lookt like Luci- 
fer, though J am blacke J am not the Deuill, but indeede a 
Collier of Cropden, and one ſir that haue ſold many a man 
a falſe ſacke of coales, that both wanted meaſure and was 
halfe full of duſt and dzofſe. Indeed J baue bene a lieger in 
my time in London, and haue plated many mad pꝛankes 
foz which canſe, pou may (& J am made a curta!l, fo: the 
Pillozis hath eaten off both my eares , and nowe ſir this 
ropemaker hunteth me here with bis balters, J gcfſe him 
to be ſome euill ſpirit, that in the likeneſſe of a man woulde 
fince J haue pal the pillozy perſwade me to hang my ſelf 
foz my old offenſes, and therefoze ſithe J cannot bleſſe mee 
_ from him with Nomine patris, J laye Spiritus ſanRus a- 
bont bis ſhonlders with a cudgell,that he may get out of my 
tompanie. The ropemaker replied, that honeſtly tourney- 
eng by the wap, he acquainted bimſelfe with the Colliar, & 
foz no other cauſe pꝛetended. And whether are you a going 
qd, I: Barry ſir qv.be, firſt to abſolue pour queſtion, 3 dwel 
in Saffron Mal don, and am going to Cambzidge to thzee 
ſons that J kep there at ſchale, ſuch apt childʒen ir as few 
women haue groned fo2,and pet ther haue ill lucke. The 
one fir is a Deuine to comfozt my ſoule, + he indeed though 
be be a vaine glozious aſſe, as diuers youths of his age bee, 
is well ginento the che of the world. and wꝛitte a late the 
lambe of God, and yet his pariſhioners ſay he is the limb of 
the deuill,and kiCeth their wines with holy killes, but they 
had rather be ould keep his lips foz madge his mare. T he 
ſecond fir, is a Pbyſitian 02 a fole, but indeed a phyſitian, e 
had p2oued a pzoper man if he had not ſpoiled himſelfe with 
bis Altrological vilcourle of the terrible coniunaion gy 4 
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turne and Jupiter. Foz the eldeft, be is a Ciuilian, a won- 
dꝛous witted feliow,fir reacrence ſir, he is a Doctoz,andas such a Ri. 
Tubalcain was the firſt inyenter of Puſick, ſo de Gods be» chard by S. 
niſon light vpon him, was the lirſt that inuented Engliſhe — _— 
>cramiter : but (@ how in theſe daics learning is little e- poet, in 
ſteemcd,foz that and other familiar letters and p2oper trea- England wil 
tiles be was oꝛderly clapt in the Fleet, but ſir a Yawk and haue ablow 
a Kite map bing foꝛth a eopſtrell, and honeſt parents may p. 2 
baue bad childꝛen. Honeſt with the denil gd. the Colliar, ang che 
Ho b can he be honeſt, whoſe mother J gelle was a Witch. poperlye 
Foꝛ 3 haue heard them ſay,that witches ſap their pꝛaters wakeplaies, 
backward, and ſo doth the ropemaker yerne his lining by ; " __ 
going backward, and the knaues chefe liuing is by making ci no: | 
fatal infruments, as halters and ropes, which diners deſ- your ſelſe 
perate men hang themſelues with, Mell qv. I, what ſay — 
vou to theſe, thal they be on the Jury ? Uelnet bꝛeches (aid he fs 
nothing, but Cloth b:ceches ſaid, in the ropemaker he found , 
no great felhod in him, therſoze be was willing he Gould * 
be one, but fo; the Colliar he thougꝭt it necefſary that as he 
came ſo he ſhould depart.ſo then | bad the rope maker Rand 
by til moꝛe came, which was not long. Foz there came 3. 
in acluſter, aſſoon as they dzew nie, l ſpied one, a fat churl 
with a ſtde tuſſet cote to his nee, and his hands all to tan- 
ned with ſifting his Ouſe, yet woulde J not take notice 
what they were, but queſtioned them their occupations. 
Marry qd. the fir ſt, q am a fanner, the ſecond a ſheomaker. 
the third a Currier : then turning to the plaintife and des 
fendant, ! aſked them if they would allow of thoſe parties. 
No by mp faith qd Clothbzeches, I make challenge vnto 
them al, and wil peld reaſons of impozt againſt them, e 
firſt to yon ꝙ. Tanner, Are you a man wozthy to be on a 
iur ie, when your conſcience cares not to wong the whole 
Commonwealth? you reſpec not pablike commodity, but 
pꝛiuate gatnes: not to benefite pour neighbour, but foz to 
maze the pꝛaude pꝛincocre pour ſonne an vpſtart Centle- 
man, and bicauſe you would marric your Daughter at the 


leaũ fo an Tſquire, that ſhe may if it be poſſible,be a Gen⸗ 
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tlewoman, am how comes this to paſſe, by pour Tan- fats 
fo;ioth: Foz whereas by the ſtatutes of Englande you 
ſhould let a hide lie in the Duſe at the lea nine monethes, 
vou can make good leather of it befoze thꝛ monethes, pou 
baue pour Dones dong, pour marle, pour à ſhen barke, and 
a thouſand thinges moze , to bzing on your leather apace, 
that it is ſo badly tanned, that when it comes to the wea⸗ 
ring, then it fleetes away like a piece of bzowne paper: and 
whereas pour backs of all othet ſhould be beſt tanned, pou 
bing them ſo full of hozne to the market, that did pou not 
greaſe the ſealers of Lcaden Mall tho2zoughly in the fiſte, 
they ſhould neuer be ſealed, but turned away and made foz⸗ 
leit by the ſtatute. J cannot at large lap open your ſubtile 
pꝛactiſes to beguile the poze commanalitie with badde lea⸗ 
ther. But let this (uffiſe, pou leaue no billainie vnſought, 
to bzing the blockhead pour ſonne to goe aloe the Clone 
þis father, trimipe trickt vppe in a paire of veluet bꝛæ- 
ches. 
Nowe maiſter Carrier to your cooſenage, you cannot 
be content only to burne the Leather pou dꝛeſſe fo; fault of 
liquoz, bicauſe you would make the ſho.naker pap wel and 
vou put in little ſtuffe : and beſide, when as in backes you 
ſhould only put in Tallow hard and good, you put in ſofte 
kitchin ſtuffe mixt, and ſo make the good and well tanned 
Leather by pour villanie to flat and waſte away, but alſo 
vou grow to be anextozting knaue and a fozeſtallcr of the 
market. Foz pou will bupe Leather, des, backes, and 
Calues ſkinnes, and ſel them to poꝛe homakers at an vn- 
reaſonable rate, by pour falſe retailing, getting infinite 
goods by that exceſſiue p2ice : both vndwing the poꝛe ſhoo- 
maker, and cauſing vs that wee pay extreamelp foz ſhoses. 
Foꝛ if the Currier bought not Leather by the whole of the 
Canner, the homaker might haue it at a moꝛe reaſonable 
p2ice : but the ſhomaker beeing poꝛe, is not perhaps able 
to deale with a dicker of Vides, noz perhaps with a couple 
of backs, and the Ta'iner will not truſt him: then the er- 
tozting and caſening Currier cons vppe with this, J will 
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tend yon ſoꝛ a day and ſo pincheth dim, that he is ſearce a 
ble to finde his childzen bzead. But well hath the Paincs - 
and the Bonozable Lozds of the pꝛiuie Counſaile pzouided m7 
by Ac of Parliament, that no Currier ſhall buy leather el- 01 
ther hides 02 backs of the Tanner, ſo to bzidle the extoʒting 
and ſozeſtalling cooſenage , but craftilyer and ſubteller 
bath the knaue Currier croſbitten the ſtatute, in that hes 
deales thus with the Tanner, he makes him holde his lea- 
ther vnreaſonably to the ſhomaker, and ſo when he cannot 
ſcllit, he lates it vp in the Curriers hoſe, bnder a colour 
whereas indeed he hath ſold it him. Suppoſe this ſhifte be 
ſpied and pꝛeuented: then compoundeth he with ſom knaue 
ſhomaker, ſome baſe rakehell without a conſcience, that 
neither reſpecteth God, the Commonwealth, noz his Com 
panie, and fozſoth he is balfe with the Carrier, whoe let- 
teth him haue ſome hundzeth marke to lape out foz leather 
euecy month, whereas he ſpends not in his ſhop a hundzed 
marks wozthin a pere: ſo the ſhomaker buies it to abuſe 
the ſtatute fo2 the Currier, and the Currier by that means 
vndoeth the other ſhomakers: thus two crafty knanes are 
met and they need no bzoker, 

Now to you gentle craft,you maſſe ſhoomaker ; vou can 
put in the inner ſole,of a thin Calues ſkin, when as the ſho * 
is a neates leather ſho, which you know is cleane contra- 
rie both to tonſcience and the ſtatute. Bellde, you will ioine 
a neates leather vampep to a calues leather bele : is not 
bere good ſtuffe maiſter ſhomaker. Well foz pour knaue- 
rie, you ſhall haue theſe curſſes which belongs vnto your 
craft: you ſhall be light footed to trauell farre, light witted 
vpon euer ſmall occaſion to gine your maiſters the bagge, 
ron ſhall bee moſt of vou vnth;iftes, and almoſt all perfec 
goodlellows. Beũide J remember a mer ieſt how . Peter 
bꝛought yon to a dangerous diſeaſe, ſoʒ he requeſted a bon 
foz pou, which fell out to pour great diſaduantage , and to 
recreat vs a litle here Gentle craft, what fel to your trade 
by that holy ſaint, It chanced that on a day, ſaint Peter and 
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n toi mts to buy him any ſdode, amd 
t laſt to his great comfozt he eſpied where a companye of 

Tayio2s were at Dinner with buttred peaſe, eating theyr 
peaſe with their nadles pointes one by one: ſaint Peter 
came to them and aſked them his almes, they pꝛoudly bad 
dim dt downe and doo as he ſaw they did, and with that de- 
linered him a needle. The peoze ſaint being paſſing hun - 
grp, could not content his mawe with eating one by one, 
but turned the eie of his needle and eate two 02 thz& togy- 
ther ; which the Taplozs ſzxing, they ſtart vppe and ſaide, 
What fellow : a ſhouell and a ſpade to butterd peaſe, baſt 
thou no moe manners: Oct out of our compante, and ſo 
they ſent him packing with many ſtroakes. Perer comming 
backe, Chꝛiſt demanded of him what newes : and he tolds 
bim how churliſhlye he was vicd amongſt the ZTay- 
los. Mell, wandering on further, Peter eſpied where a 
compaiiy of ſhomakers were at Dinner, with powdered 
bafc t bzewefſe, going to them befoze be toulde aſke them 
any almes, they ſaid, welcome good fellowe, What is thy 
ſtomach vppe, wilt thou deo as we doo, and taſte of beefe ? 
ſaint Peter thanked them and ſat downe and eate his belly 
full, and dzanke well of good double bare, And when bes 
bad doone went home to his maiſter. Aſſoone as he came 
Ch2iſtaſked him what newes, and he ſaid : Ch mayſter, 7 
haue lighted amongſt a crue of ſhoemakers, the beſte fel- 
lowes that euer J met withall, thep haue franklic fed met 
without grudging, and therefo:e maiſter grant me a bone 
fo; them, Aſke what thou wilt Peter, quoth he, and it hal 
be doone ? EWhy then Lo2d, quoth he, graunt that fo: thys 
good turne thep haue doone mee. they may cucr ſpende a 
3 groat aſoze they can pearn two pence. It ſhall be granted 
quoth be. Peter aſſoone as Chꝛiſt had ſaid the woꝛde, he bes 
thought himſelſe and ſaid: Ray Lo2de, but that they mayg 
yearne a groat afoze they ſpend two pence, foz mp tongue 
flipt at the ficſft. Well Peter quoth be, it cannot be recals 
tbe fit it with muft ſtand, and beercof by ſaint Peters bone 


it grew, that all of the Gentle craft are ſuch good lellowes 
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e ſpendthziftes.But howſoeuer, none of thoſe th, neys 
ther ſhomaker, Tanner, noz Currier, ſhall be accepted to 
be ofthe Jur p. | 
As they went away with fleas in their eares, beeing 
thus taunted by Cloth bꝛerches, we might ſee where there 
tame a troupe of antient Gentlemen, with their ſeruinge- 
men attending vpon them. The fozemoſt was a great old 
man, with a white bearde all in ruſſet, and a faire blacke 
cloke on his backe, and attending on him bee had ſome ſiue 
men, there cogniſance as J remember was a Peacocke 
without a taple, the other two that accompanied him, ſee⸗ 
med meaner then himſelfe, But pet Gentlemen of good 
woꝛſhip. Wherevppon J went towards them, and ſalu⸗ 
ted tem, and was ſo bould as to queſtion what they were, 
and of their buſineſſe. 

Cbe molt antienteſt anſwered hee was a Knight, and 
thoſe two bis netabbours, the one an Eſquire, the other a 
Gentteman, and that they haue no b2gent affaires, but on- 

ly to walke abꝛoad to take the freſh ae. Then did J ſhew 
them both Cloth bꝛæcches, and Uelnet bꝛeches, and tolde 
them the tont rouerſie, and deſtred their ayde to be vpon the 
Jnrie. They ſmiling anſwered, They were content, and 
ſo did Cloth bꝛeches ſceme to reioite, that ſuche honeſt an- 
tient, Engliſh Gentlemen ſhould be tryersof his Tytle, 
Vut Tluet bz&ches ſto2ming, ſtept in and made challeng 
to them all. I demandeo the reaſon why he ſhoulde refuſe 
Gentlemen of ſo good calling? And he made me this aun- 
ſwere. Why pou map geile the inward mind by the out- 
ward apparel and ſx how he is adicted by the homly robes 
de is ſuted in. Ab this knight is moꝛtal enimy to pꝛide : 
ſo to me: he regardeth holpitality and aimeth at honoz with 
relauing the pooꝛe , you may ſe although his landes and 
reuenewes be great, and he able to maintaine himſelſe in 
great bzauerie, pet he is content with home ſpun cloth, and 
ſcoꝛneth the pꝛide th:t is vſed nowadaies amongeſt yoong 
vpſtartes, be houldeth not the woꝛth of his Gentrie to bee 


andcouliſt in Ueluet bzaches, run fame br 
4 


— 


(hs 


A quippe for 


the repoꝛt of the common ſozt whoe pꝛaiſe him foz his ver- 
tae, Juſtice, liberality , houſekeping and almeſdeedes, 
Vox populi vox dei, his tennants and Farmers woulde if 
it might be poſſible, make him immoztall with their pꝛap- 
ers and pꝛaiſes. He raiſeth no rent, racketh no landes, tas 
keth no incumbs, impoſeth no mercileſle fines, enuies not 
an other, bupeth no houſe ouer his neighbours head: but 
reſpedeth his country and the commodity thereof, as deere 
as his life, Me regardeth moze to haue the needy fedde, to 
bane his boozde garniſhed with full platters, then to fa- 
mous himlelfe with exceſſine furniture in apparell. Since 
then be ſcoꝛneth pꝛide, be muſt of fo2ce pꝛoclaime bimſelfe 
mine enimie, and therefoze he ſhall be none of my Jurie, 
and ſuch as himſelfe J geſſe the Squire and the gentleman 
and therefoze J challenge them al ther. Why quoth J. 
this is ſtrange, that a man ſhonld be dzawne from a queſt 
fo2 his godlineſſe. It men foz vertue be challenged, widme 
ſhall we haue bppon the Jury ? Pour obiection helpes not 
maiſter Ueluet bz&ches: Foz if be be a man of ſo godl pe a 
diſpoſition, be will neither ſpeake foz feare 02 fauour, hee 
will regard neither the riches of the one, noz the plaine po⸗ 
uertie ofthe other, TWherevpon ſith you haue made mee 
trier, 3 allowe them all thz& to bee of the Jurie, and ſo 1 
requeſted them to fit downe till our Jury was fall, which 
they conrteouſly did, although veluet bz&ches frouned at it. 
Then J looking foz moze,ſaw where there came a trope 
ol men. in apparell ſeming pooze honeſt Citizens, in all 
they were eight. J demaunded of them what they wers, 
and whither they were going. One of them that ſemed 
the welthieſt, who was in a furred Jacket made anſwere, 
that they were all friends going to the burial of a neighboz 
of theirs, that peſter night died, and if would doo mee anye 
pleaſure to heare their names, they were not ſo daintie but 
that they would tell them, and ſo then be began to tell mee, 
that by his Art he was a Skinner, the ſecond ſaid hee was 
a Joyner, the thirde was a Sadler, the fourth a waterman, 
the fifte was a Cutler, the ũxt was a Bellows 8 
euen 
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Aovuenth a plaiſterer, and the eight a Pꝛinter. In god tima 7 
quoth J, it is commendable when neighbours lone ſo well 
together, but if pour ſped be not ouermuch, JI muſt requeſt 
you to be of a iurie, ſo I diſcourſt vnto them the controuer- 
le between Clothbzeeches and Ueluetb;e&ches,and to what 
iſſue it muſt grow by a berdic, they ſemed all content, and 
Iturned to the plaintiffe and defendant, and aſked if they 
would make challenge to any of theſe. ſkozne qv. Uelnet- 
bꝛieches, to make any great obiection agaynſt them, ſith 
they be mecanical men, and J almoſt hold them indifferent 
foz this J know, they get as much and moze by me thanby 
him, the ſkinner J vſe fo2 furres, whereas this baſe cloth- 
bʒerches hath ſcarſe a gowne faced once in his life , the ſav- 
ler foz coſtly imbꝛoide ted ſaddles, the iopner fo2 ſceling my 
houſe, the cutler foz gylt rapyers,the waterman J vſe con- 
tinuallp, ten times fo2 his once, and ſo like wiſe the plaiſte- 
rer, ſoʒ the bello wimender alas pe (nake J knowe him 
not,fo2 the P2inter by our Lady J think J am ſome tenne 
pounds in his debt foz bokes, ſo that foz my part let them 
all paſſe. And foz me to,qv.Clothbzeches, but yet a littleto 
put them in remembzance of their folies, let me haus about 
with them all, and firft with you maiſſer ſkinner,to whom 
I can ſay little but only this, that whereas you ſhould oni 
put the backs of ſkins into facing, you ta w the wombs and 
fo deceiue the buier, beſide if you haue ſome fantaſtikeſkin 
b:onght you not wazth two pence, with ſome ſtrange ſpots 
though it be of a libbet,you will ſweare tis a moſt pꝛetious 
ſkin, and came from Muſco 83 the furtheſt parts of Cala- 
bria. The Sadler be ſtuffes his pannels with ſtraw oz hay 
and ouerglaſeth them with haire, and makes the lether of 
them of mozts, 02 tand ſh&ps ſkinnes, The ioyner though 
an honeſt man, yet he maketh his topnts weake , and put- 
teth in ſappe in the mozteſes which ſhould be the hart of the 
tree, and all to make his ſtuſfe lender. And you cutler, you 
are patron of ruffions and ſwaſhbacklers,and wil ſel them 
a blade that may be thꝛuſt into a buſhell, but if a poozs man 
that cannot (kill of it tou ſell ** ſwazde oz rapier newe 
ouer 
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guerglaled and ſweare the blade came either from Turkie 
2: Toledo. Now maiſter Waterman you will ſay ttere 
is no ſubtiltie in peu, foz there is none ſo imple but that 
knowes pour fares and what is due betwene Cranwiche 
and London,and how vou earn pour mony painfully with 
the ſweat of pour bzowes, all this is true, but let mce whiſ⸗ 
per one thing in pour eare.ou will play the gobſcl!ow to 
much if you be well greaſed in the fiſt, fo2 if a peng GCen- 
tleman and a pꝛetie wench come to pou and ſaye, Waters 
man, my friend and J mean to go by water and to be mer- 
ry a night o2 two, J care not which way noz whether wee 
go, and therefoze where thou thinkeft wee mare haue beſt 
lodging thither carrie vs: then off goes pour cap and away 
they goe, to Bzainfo:d oꝛ ſome other plate, and then you 
lay, Boſteſſe J pꝛay pou ble this Gentleman and his wyfe 
wel, they are come out ef London to take the aire and mean 
to be merrie here a night 02 two, and to ſpend their monye 
frankly, when God wot they are neither man no2 wife, noz 
perhaps of any acquaintance befoze their matche made in 
ſome badi: tauerne.but you know no ſuch matter, and 
therefoze waterman J pardon you. And foꝛ vou plaiſtcrer 
and bellowſmender J paſſe you oucr and ſo do J the Pzin- 
ter to, onlp this J muſt nedes ſay to him that ſome of his 
trade will pzint lewd boks, and bawdy pamphlets (by 
SR. G.) but Auri ſacra fauores quid non, and therefoze J 
am content thep ſhall be all of the iurie. F was glad there 
were ſo many accepted of at once, e hoped that now quick- 
ly the iurie would be ful, looking about me, ſtraight | might 
ſee one alone come running as faſt as he could, 3 weondꝛed 
what be ſhould be that he made ſuch haſt, and the T kinner 
fold me be was an honeſt man, and one of their companye, 
by his occupation a bzicklaier.Db qd. ve luetbꝛeches, a god 
boneſt imple man, bee bath bin long in my wozke in buil- 
ding me a ſumptuous houſe But 3 challenge him,q. cloth- 
b:zeches,foz he is a iugler. How qd. 3 can it be, ſie he goeth 
very homely in leather and bath bis ruler in his hande and 
dis tro wel at his de, and be (@meth not as one that — 
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giuen to ſach qualities. yes (quoth clothbz&ches) hee hath 
this policie, when he maketh a ſfately place all gloztous to 
the eye and ful of faire chambers and godly roomes,and a- 
bout the houſe perhaps ſome th2e&ſcoze chimnies, vet he can 
ſo cunningly caſt by his arte that thzee of them ſhall not 
ſmoke in the tweluemonth, and ſo ſpoiles bee much good 
mozter + bzicke. Why qd. J, the fault is not in the woꝛk 
man but the houſckceper, foz now adaies men builde foz to 
pleaſe the eye. not to pꝛofit the pooze , they ble no roſt, but 
fo: themſelues and their houſhold,noz no fire but in a little 
court chunnie in their owne chamber, howe can the poo2s 
b2icklaicr then be blamed , when the niggardneſſe of the 
202d 02 maiſter is the cauſe no moze chimnies doe ſmoke, 
fa2 wouid tyey vſe auntient hoſpitality as their fozefathers 
did, and value as !ightly of p2ide as thtir greate graundfa- 
thers,then ſhould pen ſe cucry chimny in the houſe ſmoke, 
and pꝛooue that the pooze Artificer had doone his part. 
Why then gd Clothbzachcs as you pleaſe, admit him on 
the queſt. E ut what be theſe qd, Clethbꝛaches, that come 
here ſo ſoberlyꝰ 1 hope they be honeſt men. foʒ they looks ves 
ry demure, l will inquire ſ2yd I, and with that Repping to 
them,l dem2unded thcir names and very courtiouſſ pe the 
one (ayd he was a bzewer,the other a butcher, the thirde a 
baker, and the fourth a vitler, Hear ing what they were, 4 
was glad, ghelling ith they were ſohoneſt ſubſtantial men 
that they would helpe to make vp the iurie, when Ucluet- 
b:xches with a grim and ſower countenaunce gaue them 
this challenge. J bold it not neceCarie(queth hee) that the ſe 
baue any thing to deale in my cauſe, ſith I am at oddes 
with them al at leaſt in foztie pounds a ptete, foz this ſe- 
uen yeares I haue bene indebted vnto them foz bzead, beefe, 
- beare and other viquals, then th they haue creditcd me 
long, and I haue had ſo little care to pape them, I doubts 
now they will reuenge themſelucs and paſſe againſt me in 
the ve roiae. Kay ( quot I) the rather wil they hold on your 
part, ſoz if they boe honeſt wiſe men ( as they ſ@me to 
be) they will bee carefall of your pzefermente , ſing 
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the moze highly they are aduaunſt, the moze like are they 
to come by their owne. Jftherefoze you can obiea no other 
points of diſhoneſty againſt them, J ſe no reaſon why they 
ſhould be put by. If you doe not (qv clothbꝛeeches) then hers 
me and J will pzone them vnfit to haue any dealings hers, 
and firſt fo: the Butcher. J p2aye you goodman Kilcalfe, 
what hauocke play you with puffing vp of meat, and blow- 
ing with pour pꝛickar as you flea it, —— 2 ar- 
tificiall knaueries to ſet ont your meate with pꝛickes, and 
then ſweare he hath moze fo2 monie than euer pou bought, 
to ſell a pece of an olde Cow foꝛ a chop of a yoong Dre, to 
wach your old meat that hath hung weltring in the ſheppe 
with new blood, to truſſle away an olde eaw inſtead of a 
poong weather, and although you knowe it is hurtfull and 
fe2bidden by ſtatutes to flea your hides,ſkins, and backes, 
with cuts and ſlaſhes to the impoueriſhing of the poze ſho» 
maker when be buies it, yet J pzay you how many flaugh- 
ters doe you make in a pooze Caluesſkinne ? Dh Butcher, 
a long lent be your puniſhment , foz you make no conſci- 
ence in deceuung the pooze . And you maſt B2zewer that 
grow to be woozth fozty thouſand pounds by ſelling of ſod- 
den water, what ſubtiltie haue you in making pour beare 
to ſpare the malt andput in the moze of the hoppe to make 
your dzink (be barly neuer ſo cheap) not a whit the ſtroger 
and pet neuer ſell a whit the moe meaſure fo monie, you 
can when vou haue taken all the harte of the malt awape, 
then clap on ſtoze of water tis cheape puough, and maſhe 
out a tunning of ſmall beare, ſo thin that it ſcoures a mans 
maw like rennich wine: in pour conſcience how many bar- 
rels dzaw pou out of a quarter of malt, fie, fle, J conceals 
your fal ſhood, leaſt J ſhould bee to bzoad in ſetting downe 
your faults. And as foz you godman Baker, that delight te 
be ſen where moſt people reſoꝛt, euen on the pillozy in the 
chere market place, the woꝛld tries out of pour wilineſſe , 
pou craue but one dere pere to make your daughter a gen- 
tlewoman, you buy your cozne at the beſt hande, and pet 
oa vou put in 
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yeaſt and ſalt to make it heante, and pet all ydar policie can 
not make it but you fine fo2 the Pillozie , the poze crie 
out, the rich find fault, andthe Lozd Paioꝛ of London and 
the Shit ils line honourable and wozſhipfull inateſtrates e- 
uery day walke abꝛoad and weigh your b2ead, and yet all 
will not ſerue to make pou honeſt men, but werecrtremity 
vſed,and the ſtatute put in the bigheſt degree in p2aciſe, you 
would haue as few eares on your heads as the collier. L aft 
to you Tom tapſter,that tap your (mall canncs of beare to 
the pooꝛe, and pet fill them halfe full ot froth that card your 
beare (if you ſ@ pour gueſts begin to be dzunke)halfe (mafl 
and halfe ſtrong, you cannot be content to pinch with pour 
ſmall pottes and pour Oſtrie faggots: but pou haue pour 
trugges to dzaw men on tovillanie,and to bzing cuſtomers 
to your houſe , where vou ſell a ioint of meat fo2 xii.pente 
that coſt you ſcarſe ſix, and if any chaunce to go on the ſkoze 
pou ſkote him when he is a ſlerpe, and ſet vp a grote adape 
moꝛe than he bath, to find you dzinking pots with pour com 
panions, to be ſhoꝛt, thou art a knaue,and J like not of any 
of the reſt,the way lies befoze you, and therefoze pou maye 
be gone foz you ſhall be none ofthe queſt. J ſmilde to ſ& 
Clothbꝛeeches ſo peremptozy, when J ſaw fine fat fellowes 
all in damaſke totes and gowns welted with Ueluet very 
bꝛaue, and in great conſultation, as it they were to deter. 
mine of ſome waighty matter, dzawing nere J ſawe they 
were welthy citizens, ſo J went ereverently ſaluted them, 
and fold them how we needed their aid about the appeaſing 
of a controuerſte, ſhewing them where the knighte,cſquier, 
and other ſtaid, til we might find men to fil vp the inry, they 
were contented,but veluetbꝛecches excepted againſte foure 
of them and ſayd they wer none of his friends, that was the 
marchant,goldſauth,mercer and dzaper , his allegations 
were theſe,that they were al featheredofone wing to fetch 
in pong gentlemen bp commodities vnder the colour of len- 
ding of monie: fo the merchant he deliucred the pꝛon, tin, 
lead, hops, ſugars,ſpices,viles, b:zowne paper oz whatſoe- 
ner elle from ſix months to ix mõths, which when the poꝛe 
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gentleman came fo ſell againe,he could not make thzxſcoze 
and ten in the hundꝛed beſive the vſurie. The mercer be fol 
loweth the pong vpſtart gentleman that bath no gouerne- 
ment of himcle,and he fadeth his humoz to go bꝛaue, he 
ſhall not want ſilkes, ſattins, veluets, to pzank: ab2code in 
bis pomp, but with this pꝛouiſo, that be muſt vind over his 
land in a ſtatute marchant oz ſtaple. and ſo at laſt ſoꝛfeit al 
vnto the mercileſſe mercer, and leaue himſelfe ncuer a fot 
of ground in England, which is the rcaſon that foz a ſe we 
remnaunts ef veluets and ſilkes the Percer creepeth into 
whols lo: dihips. The Goldſmith is not behinde, foz moſt 
of (hem deale with Tiſurie, and let pong gentlemen haue 
commodities of plate foz ten in the hundzed, but they mult 
loſe the faſhion in ſelling it agayne (which cuts them ſoꝛe) 
beſide they aremoſt of them ſkild in alcumte and can tem⸗ 
per mettals ſh2ewdly, with no little pꝛolite to them ſelues 
and diſaduauntage to the buier, beſide puffe ringes, and 
quaint conceits which J omit. And ſo foz pou Dꝛaper, he 
fetcheth them off fo2 livery cloth, and cloth ſoz ix months 
and ſix, and pet hath he moze knacks in his budget, fo2 bee 
path ſo darke a ſhop that no man can well choſe a prece of 
_ cloth it lo hadowes the die and the thzead,a man ſhall bes 
decetued in the wooll and the nappe, they cauſe the Cloth- 
woꝛker ſo to pꝛeſſe them, beſides he impoſeth this charge to 
the Clothwozker that he dzaw his cloth and pull it paſſing 
hard when he ſets it vpon the tenters, that he maye haue it 
full bzeadth and length, till thzead and all teare and rent a 
pa ces, what care they ſoʒ that, haue they not a dzawer to 
ſerve their turne to dꝛawe and ſeame vp the holes ſo cun- 
ningly that it wall neuer be eſpicd? my ſelfe haue ſane in 
one bꝛoad cloth eighteene ſcoze holes tozne rackt and pulde 
by the Clothwozker.onlp to pleaſe the dzaper and decepus 
the commonwealth. To be ſhozt,the Cloth woꝛker what 
with rowing and ſetting in a fine nap, with powdering it e 
pꝛeſſing it, with ſher ing the woll to the pꝛofe of the thzead, 
deale ſo cunningly that they pꝛoue themſelues the daapers 
miniſter to execute bis ſubtil ties, therefoze if be chaunce to 
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tome let him be remembꝛed Now fir foz the vintner,h& is 
an honeſt ſubſtantiall man a friend to al god fellowes.and 
trulp my friend ſoꝛ my mony,and wozthy to be of the iurie. 
Ah no gd. clothb:eches I am of another mind, fo2 1 hold 
bun as deceitfall as an ot the reſt, what the vintner, why 
pe is a kind of Negromancer,ſo2 at midnight when al men 
are in bed then he ſoꝛſoth fals to his charmes and ſpels, ſo 
that he tumbles one hoaſhead into another, and can make a 
cup of claret that hath loſt his colour loke high with a daſh. 
of red wine at his pleaſure, if hee bath a ſtrong Gaſtoigne 
wine, fo keare it ſhould make his gneſts to ſoone d2unke, 
hee can allape it with a (mall Rochell wine: he can 
che riſh vp white wine with ſacke, and perhaps if you bidde 
him wach the pot cleane when he goes to dzaw you a quart 
of wine be will [cane a litle water in the bottome,and then 
dꝛab it vp {ull of wine, and what and if he doe tis no harm 
wine and water is good againſt the heate of the liner . It 
wert infinite to rcbearſe the iugling of Uintners , the diſ⸗ 
oꝛder of their bouſes,cſpetially of the perſons that frequent 
them, and tbetcfoze (ith Melnetb:zaches bath put by the 
merchant,goldlinith,mercer 4 dꝛaper, tbe vintner ſhal goe 
with the foz company, As theſe were going away in a ſnuff 
fo being thus plainly taunted, wee might ſ& a mad merris 
crue come leping ouer the field as frolikl as if they ought 
not all the woꝛlo two peuce, and dzawing nearer we might 
perteiue that either bottle ale 02 beere had made a fraye 
with them, fo2 the lifting of their let ſhewed the ligbtneſſe 
of their heads, the fozmoſt was a plaine country fir John, oz 
vickar that pꝛotclaimed by the rednes of his noſe he did oft · 
ner go into the alehouſe than the pul pit, him I aſked what 
they were and whether they were going: what are you qb- 
the pꝛieſt that ſtand by the higd way to cramin me and mp 
friends,beres none in my company but are able to anſwer 
fo: theſelues, J ſering they were al (ct on a merry pin, tolde 
him the cauſe t how the contronerſie grew betwirt Cloths 
b:ceches q veluetbzeches e that we nerded them to be of the 
queſt. Þary (qd. (ir John) a _ motion, know theſealare 
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my pariſhioners, and we haue bin dzinking with a pooze 
man and ſpending our monie with him, a neighbo2 of ours 


that hath loſt a cow, now foz our names & our trades, this 
is a ſmith, the ſecond a weauer,the third amillar,the fourth 
a cooke, the fift a carpentar, the ſixt a glouer, the vy.a pedlar 
the eigth a tinkar the ir. a waterbearer,the tenth a huſbad- 
man, the ri. a diar, and the rit. a ſaploꝛ, and J their vickar ; 
how could vou fir haue a fitter iurie than me and my pari- 
ſhioners : pou are a little to b2c&fe, qd. clothbꝛeeches, ars 
pou not ſome puritan M. parſon, o2 ſome fellow that ray- 
_ ſeth vp new ſciſmes and hereſies amongſt pour people? A 
plague on them all qd ũr John. foz the woald was neuer in 
quiet,deuotion,neighbourhod noꝛ hoſpitalitic neuer flourt- 
ſhed in this land ſince ſuch vpſtart boies and ſhittle witted 
foles becam of the miniſterie, ſuch J mean as Greenwood 
Martin,Barrow, Wigginton, and ſuch rakehels, J cannot 
tell they pzeach fayty, fayth,and ſay that doing of almes is 
papiſtrie,but they haue taught ſo long Fides ſolam iuſtifi- 
cat, that they haue pzeached god wozks quite out of our pa 
rich, a poꝛe man ſhall as (one b2eake his necke as his faſt 
at a rich mans doze: foz my friend, Jam in ded none ofths 
beſt ſcholars pet J can read an homilie euer ſundape and 
holiday, and Jkeepe company with my neighbours, and go 
to the alehouſe with them, and if they be fallen out, ſpends 
my monie to make them friends, and on ſundates ſomtiing 
if godfellowſhip call me away, J ſap both mo: ning e cue- 
ning pꝛaier at once, and ſo let them haue a whole afternon 
to play in. This is my life, J ſpend with liuing with my pas 
riſhioners, i ſeeke to do al god, + | offer no man harm. Mel 
(ad clothbzeches)! warrant thou art an honeſt vickar, and 
therfoze ſtand by, thou ſhalt be one ofthe queſt, and foz you 
ſmith, l [& no great fault in pou, you earn your living with 
the ſweat of pour b2owes, + there can be no great knaucris 
in vou, only I would haue you mende pour life fo2 dzinking 
lith you are neuer at quiet vnles the pot be fil at your noſe, 
But you Meauer, the Pꝛouerbe puts peu towne foz a 
caftie KRAUE, pou canne filche aud leale almoſt as ill as 
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the Tayloz, pour woofe and warpe is ſo cunningly dzawin 
out that you plague the pwze Countrey huſwiues fo2 theyz 
rarne, and dawbed on ſo much dꝛegges that vou make it 
ſeeme both well wꝛought and to beare waight, when it is 
llenderly wonen, and pou haue ſfolne a quar ter of it from 
the poꝛe wife. Away, be packing, fo: you ſhal be caſhterd. 
What Miller, ſhake hands with your b2other the Weaner 
fo2 knauery: Pon can take toll twiſe,and haue falſe hop⸗ 
pers to conuey awaye the poze mans meale, Be gone, J 
lone not pour duſtp lookes, and fo2 compan:e goodmanne 
Coke goe pon with them, fo2 you coſen the poze men and 
Countrey Tearmers with your filthy meate : you wil bup 
of the woꝛſt end cheapeſt, when it is bad enough foz dogs, 
and pet ſo powder it and perboile it, that you will ſell it to 
fomc honeſt poꝛe men, and that vnreaſonably to: Jf you 
leaue any meate oner night, you make a ſhift to heate it as 
gaine the nert dap: Nay, it on the Thurſday at night there 
be any left,you make pies of it on ſunday moꝛninges, and 
almoſt with pour ſlouenlie knauerie poiſon the pe peo- 
ple, To be ſho2t, J bzooke pou not, and therefoze be wal⸗ 
king. F02 the Carpenter, Cloner, and TWaterbearer,the 
Yuſbandman, Dier,and Sailoꝛ, ſith your trades haue but 
petty fleights, ſtand you with Mai. Uicar, yon are like to 
belpe to giue in the verdict : but fo the pedler and the Tins 
ker, thepare two notable knaues, both of a haire, and both 
coſen Germaincs to the Deuill, Foz the Tinker. why hs 
is a dzowſic, ba wor, dꝛunken companion, tat walkes vppe 
and downe with a trug after him, and in ſtopping one hole 
makes thꝛæ: andifinconuentent place he meetes with one 
alone, perhaps rifle him oz hir of all that euer they baue. 
A bale knaue withont feare of God 02 loue to any one but 
to his whoze and to himſelfe. The Pedler as bad 0; rather 
woꝛſe, walketh the Countrey with his dockſey at the leaſt, 
if be haue not two his moztes dels, and Autem mortes, he 
paſſeth commonly thꝛough euery paire of ſtocks, either foz 
his dꝛunkenneſſe 02 his lecherie. And beſide it is repozted 
ron can lift oz nip a bounge like a guire Coue, if pou want 
G3 pencs 
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pence, and that yon carrie your packe but foz a coulour fo 
ſhadow pour other villanies. Well howeſoeuer , pou ars 
both knaues and ſo be iogging. Well quoth J. ſuppoſe the 
Jurie is almoſt full, J beleeue we want not aboue th2e 03 
foure perſons ; Looke peu where they come to make vppe 
the number, and they ſhould be men of good diſpoſition, fog 
they ſeeme to be all of the Countrey. Aſſoone as they came 
to vs J met them, and told them the matter, and they wer 
content. The one ſaid he was a Groſier, the other a Far- 
mer, the other ſhepbeard to them both. What thinke you 
of theſe thz& quoth J: Parry ſaith Tieluet bꝛæches, twoe 
of them are honeſt men, but the other is a baſe knaue: but 
tis no matter, ſhuffle him in amongeſt the reſt. Nayc by 
your leaue qv, Cloth bꝛerches, J wil &uffle out theſe two, 
fo2 thep are the very Coꝛmoꝛants ofthe Tountrey, and de- 
noure the pooze people with their monſterous exadions. 
And firſt J alledge againſt the Graſfter, that he fozeſtatleth 
paſtures and medow grounds, fo2 the fœding of bis cattell, 
and w2ingeth leaſcs of them ont of pooꝛe mens handes, and 
in bis buyeng of cattell he committeth great vfurte, fo2 if 
it pꝛoue a wet peare, then hee maketh hauocke and ſelleth 
dere: if it be a dꝛie peare, then hee bupeth cheape, and pet 
bauing paſture kepes them till he may tome to his owne 
pꝛile:he knoweth as well as the Butcher by the fade or a 
bullocke how much Tallow he will yalre, what his quar- 
ters will amount vnto : what the Tanner wil giue fo the 
Hide : Nay, what the ſowſe wines were able to make of 
„ the inwards : ſo that he ſels it ſo dære to the Butcher, that 
he can ſcarſe liue of it: and therfoze what ſubtlety the but⸗ 

cher vſeth,commeth from the Oraſier, ſo that J exempt him 
from the queſt as a bad member, and an ill friend to Cloth 
bꝛaches. And foz you maſl. Farmer, vou knowe how tho- 
rough you couetiſe Landelo2des raiſe their rentes, fo2 if 
a pooze man bane but a plough land, if you ſee his paſtures 
beare good graſſe, and his earable ground good cozne, and 
that be pzoſpereth and goeth fozwarde on it and pzouideth 
aud maintaineth his wife and ſeruants honeſtly, then in- 
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nidns alterins rebus macreſſit opimis, vicinumque pecus 
grandius vber habet. 
Then ſtraight enuie pꝛicks the farmer fozward,andhe bids 
the Landeloꝛo farre mo2e then the pooʒe man pates peare - 
lie fo2 it: ſo that if he be a Tenant at will, be puts him out 
to begge in the ſtreet ; 02 when his leaſe comes out he ouers 
loades him in the fine, and thus bloudſucketh he the pooze 
foz bis owne pꝛiuate p2ofit. Beſides the baſe chuffe if hee 
ſes a ſoꝛ ward peare and that toꝛne is like to be plenty, then 
he murmureth againſt God, and ſweareth and pꝛoteſteth 
be ſhall be vndoone : reſpecting mo2e the filling of his owne 
coffers by a dearth, then the p2ofit of his countrep by a ge- 
nerall plenty. Weſides fir map it pleaſe pot, when ne we 
coꝛne comes into the market, who bꝛinges in to relit ue the 
ſtate 2 ot your maiſterſhip, but the pooze huibandman, 
that wants pence. F02 you kepe it to the backe end of the 
peare, nay you haue pour Garners Which haue cone of 
two o2 thz& peare old, vpon hope ſtill of a deare veare, ra- 
ther letting the Meaſels cate it, then the pose ſhould haue 
it at any reaſonable pꝛice. Do that IJ conclude, yon are a 
Coz1nozant of the common wealth, and a wzetch that liues 
of the ſpoile of the needie, and ſo J leaue pou to iet with the 
Graſter. Marry fo2 the ſhepheard, vnleſſe it be that he kil 
leth a Lambe now and then, and ſates the Fox ſtole him, J 
know little craft in his budget, thercfoze let him be among 
the honeit men of the Jurie. 

TWicl! Cloth bzeches quoth J, pon are very perempſozp 
in pour challenges, what ſay pou here comes 3. 02 4. City- 
zens, wil any 07 theſe ſetue turne? I cannot tel qv. he till 4 
know their names and conditions. With that J ſtept afozs 
the company,and inquired what they were. The eldeſt of 
them being a graue Cittizen,ſaid be was a Grocer, the reſt 
bis good and honeſt neighbozs,a Chandler, a Baberdaſher, 
a Clothwozker, andtwo ſtrangers, one a Mallon the o- 
ther a Dutchman. How like you of theſe quoth I to Uelnuct 
b:eches? well enough quoth he, ſoz lam little acquainted 
with them, vet 1 know they fauour me, bicauſe I haue on a 
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funday ſiene them all in their ilkes. Jmarry,quoth clofh 
bꝛerches, but they neuer get that b2anery with honeſtie, 
Foz the cloth wozker his faulte s were laide open, Befoꝛe 
when we had the Dꝛaper in queſtion : and therefoze let 
him bee packing. Foz you Chandler, I like not of your 
tricks; pou are to conuerſant with the kitchen ſtuffe wines 
you after pour weeke 02 ſnaft is ſtiſfened, you dip it in fil- 
thy dꝛoſſe, and after giue him a coat of good tallowe, which 
makes the Candles dꝛop and waſt away, to the great hin⸗ 
dꝛance of the pooze wozkeman that watcheth in the night. 
Beſide pou pinch in your waights and haue falſe meſures, 
and many other knauer ies that J omit, but this be ſure pou 
ſhall not meddle in my matter: nepther the Haberdaſher, 
Foz he trims vppe olde felts and makes them verye fapꝛe 
to the eie, and faceth and edgeth them neatly, and then bee 
turnes them away to ſuch a ſimple man as J am: and ſo a- 
buſeth vs with his cooſenage. Beſide you buy gumd taffa- 
ta, where with pon line hats that will ſtraight aſſunder as 
(oone as it comes to the heate of a mans head. To be bzefe, 
Jam not well ſkild in pour knaueries, but indæd pou are 
to ſubtle foz poꝛe Cloth bꝛæches, and therefoze pou ſhal be 
none of the Juric . Marrye the Crocer ſemes an honeſt 
man, and J am content to admit of him, onlp take this as 
a caueat by the way, that you buy of the Garbellers of ſpi- 
ces, the refuſe that they ifte from the marchant, and that 
pou mix againe and ſell it to pour cuſtomers. Beſides, in 
pour beaten ſpices, as in pepper, you put in Bay berries, 
and ſuch dꝛoſle, and ſo w2ing the poꝛe, but theſe are lleight 
. onerpaſſe them, and vouchſafe you to be of 
the queſt. 

But J pꝛay vou what be thoſe two honeſt men, qv. the 
Grocer, The one a Dutchman and a ſhomaker, the other 
a Frenchman and a Ppllaner in ſaint Partins, and ſels 
ſhirts, bandes, bzacelets, Jewels, and ſuch p2etty toies foz 
Gentle women: oh they be of veluet bꝛæcdes acquaintice, 
bpſtarts as well as he, that haue bought with them pꝛide 
and abuſes into England:andfirſt to the Þillainer, What 
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bolcs deuiſeth he fo fed the humos af the bpſfarf Gentle- 
man wit hall, and ot fond Centle women? ſuch fannes, ſuch 
ouches, ſuch bꝛoches, ſuch bzatelets, ſuch graundcies, ſuch 
pc: iwigs, ſuch paintings, ſuch ruffes and cufs, as hath al- 
moſt made England as full of pꝛoud fopperies as Tyre and 
Sydon were, T here is no Seamſter can make a bande 03 
a ſhirt, ſo well as his wife: and why fozſoth? bicauſe the 
filthy queane wears a craunce and is a Frenchwoman fozs 
ſoth. Where as our Engliſh women of the Exchange, are 

both better wozk women, $ wil affo;da better pentwozth. * 
And ſo foz the dzunken Dutchman, this homaker, he and 
ſuch as he is, abuſeth the Common wealth, and the poze 
mechanicall men and handicrafts men of London, fo2 our 
new vpſtart foles of Ueluet bꝛæches fraternity, liketh no⸗ 
thing but that the outlandiſh Aſſe maketh . They like na 
ſho ſo well as the Dutchman maketh, when our Engliſhe 
men paſſe them farre, And (a fo: Chandlers, and all other 
occupations, thcy are w2onged by the Dutch and French. 
And therefoze ſith the Commons hates them, they cannot 
be my friends, and therefoze let them be launching to Flu- 
ſhing, fo2 tbey ſhall be no triets of my contronerſte. Mell 
quoth J. now J ſappoſe the Jury is ful, and we ſ& no mo28 
comming, let vs call them and (& how many we haue. ©0 
they appeared to their nan.es, as followeth. 


The Names of the Jury to be empanelled. 


1 Knight, 13 Cutler, 

2 Eſquire, 14 Plaiſterer. 

3 Gentleman. 1 5 Saylor. 

4 Prieſt, 16 Ropemaker, 

5 Printer. 17 Smith, * 

6 Grocer, 18 Glouer. 

7 Skinner. 19 Husbandman, 
8 Dier. 20 Shepheard. 

9 Pewterer, 21 Waterman. 
to Sadler. 22 Waterbearer. 
11 Joyner, 22 Bellovſmender. 


What 


12 Bricklaier, 
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What is it not poſſible quoth J, fo haue one moze fs 
make vp the foure and twenty: As J was thus ſpeaking, 
J eſpieda far off, a certeine kind of an oucrwozne Gentle- 
man attired in Ueluet and ſattyn , but it was ſomewhat 
dꝛopped and greaſie, and bootes on his legges, whoſe ſoles 
wared thin ſeemed to complaine of their Paiſter which 
treading thzift vnder his fart, had bzought them vnto that 


conſumption, be walked not as other men in the Common 


beaten waye, but came compaſſing Circum circa, as if we 


had beene Deuils, and he woulde dzawe a Circleabout vs, 


and at euer third ſteppe he looked backe, as if bee wers a⸗ 
frapde of a 1Baply oꝛ a ſergeant. 

After him followed two pert Appleſquires, The ons 
had a $Þurrey Cloth gowne on, faced downe befoze with 
gray Cunnie, and laid thick on the lues with lace, which 
be quaintly bare vppe, to ſhew his white Taffata hoſe and 
blacke ſilke ſtockings, a huge ruffe about his necke wzapt 
in his great head like a wicker Cage, a little hatte with 
baimmes like the wings of a doublef, wherein bee woze a 


Jewell of glaſſe, as bzoad as the Chancery ſeale: after him 


followed two boies in clokes like butter flies, cart ieng one 
of them bis cutting ſwoꝛd of choller, the other his daunſing 
rapicr of delight. His Camerard that bare him compeny 
was a iollie light tunberd Jacke a Napes, in a ſute of wat- 
chet Taffata cut to the ſkinne, with a cloke al to be dawbed 
with colourd lace: both he and my gowned bꝛother ſa med 
by their paſe as if they had ſome ſutes to mounſtcur bootes. 
At length comming neere, J might diſcerne the firſt to be 
a Poet, the ſecond a Player, the third a Puſitian, alias the 


Uthcr ofa Daunſing ſchoole, Tell met maiſter Poct qv. 


A, and welcome you friends alſo, though not ſo particulars 
iy knowne. So it is, though none of you thꝛe be Comms 
mon wealths men, pet vpon v2gent neceſſitye we mult bee 


immediatly, which one of you thꝛce muſt helpe to make vp, 
euen he which appzones himſelfe the honeſteſt man. They 
are all honeſt menue and goodfellowes quotþ Ueluct — 
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ches, therefoze it is no great matter whether ol them wes 


Che Docozs doubt of that quoth Cloth bzeeches, foz J 
am of a different opinion- This firſt whome by his cares 
leſſe ouenlie gate at firſt gt J imagined to be a Poet, is 
a waſt good and an vntbzift, that hee is bozne to make the 
CTauernes ritch and himſelfe a begger , if he haue fourtye 
poundes in his purſe togither, he puts it not to bſurie, ney- 
ther buies land noz Parchandize with it, but a monethes 
commodity of wenches and Capons. Tenne pound a ſups* 
per, Why tis nothing, It his plougb goes and his inkhozne 
be cleere : Take one of them woꝛthis twentye thouſands 
pound and bang him. He is a kinge of his pleaſure ,and 
counts all other Boes and peſants,that though thephaue 
money at command yet know not like him how to Doma⸗ 
ncere with it to any purpoſe as thep ſhould. But to ſpeak 
plainelie, J thinke him an honeſt man if he would but line 
within bis compaſſe, an? generally no mannes foe but his 
owne. {Mherefoze J hold him a man fit to be of my lurie. 
Nap quoth veluet bzeches, | haue moze mind to theſe two, 
fo; this Poet is a pꝛoud fellowe, that bicauſe be bath a lit- 
tle wit in his budget will contemne and diſlike vs that are 
the Common ſo2t of Gentlemen, and thinke we are behol- 
ding to him if he doo bat beſtow a faire loke on vs. The 
plaier and the Uſher of the dauncing ſchgole are plaine, ho- 
neſt, humble men, that foz a pennie oz an olde caſt ſute of 
apparell. Indeed quoth Cloth b2&ches pou ſay troth,thep 
are but too humble, foz they be ſo lowlie, that thep be baſe 
minded, J meane not in their lookes no2 apparell , fo; ſo 
they be peacockes and painted aſſes , but in their courſe of 
life, foz they care not howe they get crownes, J meang 
how baſelie ſo they haue them: and pet of the two J holds 
the Player to be the better Chꝛiſtian, although be is in his 
owne imagination , too full of ſelfe liking and ſelfe loue, 
and is vnfit to be of the Jurie, though 1 hide and concsle his 
laults and fopperies, in that 3 * beens merrie at is 
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ſpoꝛts. only this I muſt ſay, that ſuche plaine country fel. 


lowes as mp ſelfe they bing in as clownes and foles to 
laugh at in their play, whereas they get by vs, and of our 
almes the pzowdeſt of them all doth liue Mell to be bzxfs 
let him trot to the Rage, fo: he ſhall be none of the tarie. and 
foz vou maiſter vſher of the dauncing ſchole, ycu are a lea⸗ 
der into all miſrule, vou inſtrus gentlemen to oꝛder their 
f&t when voa dzine them to mi ſoꝛdet their manncis, pou 
are a bad fellow that ſtand vpon pour tricks and capers til 
vou make pong gentlemen caper without their lands, why 
ur to be flat with vou, you ſive by pour legges as a iugler 
by his hands, you are giuen over to the pumps e vo nities of 
the wozld,and to be ſhoꝛt pou are a ka per of miſrule and a 
lewd fellow, and pou (hall be none of the inqueſt. Uiby 
then qd. J, you are both agreed that the Peet is bee that 
muſt make vp the rxtiuj? They anſwered both, he. and none 
but bee. Tren J calling them all together, bad them laye 
their hands on the boke,and firſt 3 cald the knight, and al- 
ter the reſt as thep followed in oꝛder, then J gauc them 
their charge thus. Wozſhipfull ur, with the reſt of the wary 
whome we haue ſolicited of choice honeltanen, whoſe con- 
ſciences will deale vp2ightly in this controuerſie, pou and 
the reſt of pour company are here vpon pour oath 4 oathcs 
to inquire whether Clothb2z&ches haue done diſſciſon vnto 
Ueluctb:«ches pea 02 no in oz about London, in putting 
him out of franke tenement, wꝛonging bim of his right and 


imbolliſhing bis credit, it you finde that Clothbꝛeches bath 


done Ueluet bꝛesches wꝛong, then let hun be ſet in his fo2- 
mer eſtate and allow him reaſonable dammages. Upon 
this they laid their hands on the booke and were ſwo2ne, 
and departed to ſcrutine of the matter by inquitie among ſk 
themſelues,not ſtirring out ofour ſighte no2 ſtaieng long, 
but ſtraight returned, and the knight foz them all as the fog 
mot, ſaid thus Do it is that we haue with equitie and con- 


ſcience conudered of this contronecſie betweene Ueluet- 
bꝛeches and Clothb2eches, as touching thc pzerogatine of 

them both, which are moſt wozthe to bee rightiye ccſident 
and 
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and haue ſe iſon in frank tenement here in Englande , am 
we doe find that Clothbꝛeeches is by many hund2ed peares 
moꝛe antient, euer ſince Brute an inhabitant in this Jland, 
one that hath ben in Dicbus illis a companion to kings, an 
tquali with the nobilitie, afriende to gentlemen and peo⸗ 
men and a patron of the poꝛe, a true ſubiea, a god houſeke⸗ 
per, and generall as honelt as he is auntient . Whereas 
Ucluct baethes is an vpſl art come out of Italy, begot of 
P21de,nurſed vp by ſelfe-loue,and bzonght into this coun- 
trie by his companion newfanglenelle, that he is but of late 
time grai\cr ofrents,and an enemie in the common welth, 
and one that is not any way to be pꝛeferd in equitie befoze 
Clothb:eches , thcrefoze by gencrall verdict wee adiudge * 
Cliothb2eches to haue done him no w2ong, but that be hath 
lawfully clainid his title of frank tenement, and in that we 
epuoiut bum fo2 euer to be refident , At this verdict pꝛo⸗ 
noun? by the knight ali the ſtanders by clapt their hands, 

an? gaue a mighty u uvut, whereat J ſtarted and awaked, 

10 J was in a dꝛeame and in my bed, and ſo 
roſe vp. and weit in a merrue vaing 
what you haue heard, 
. 


FINIS. 
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